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WASHINGTON’S JOURNAL CONTINUED. 


April 23d. A Council of war held at Wills-Creek, in order to consult 
upon what must be done on account of the news brought by Mr. Wart. 

The news brought by ensign Wart, having been examined into, as also 
the summons sent by Captain Contreceur, commander of the French 
troops, and the speeches of the Half-King, and of the other chiefs of the 
Six Nations; it appears, that Mr. Wart was forced to surrender the said 
fort, the 17th of this instant, to the French, who were above one thousand 
strong, and had eighteen artillery pieces, some of which were nine poun- 
ders,* and also that the detachment of the Virginia regiment, amounting 
to one hundred and fifty men, commanded by Colonel Washington had 
orders to reinforce the company of Captain Trent, and that the aforesaid 
garrison consisted only of thirty-three effective men. 

It was thought a thing impracticable to march towards the fort without 
sufficient strength ; however, being strongly invited by the Indians, and 
particularly by the speeches of the Half-King, the president gave his 
opinion, that it would be proper to advance as far as Red-Stone-Creek, on 
Monongahela, about thirty-seven miles on this side of the fort, and there 
to raise a fortification, clearing a road broad enough to pass with all our ar- 
tillery and our baggage, and there to wait for fresh orders. 

The opinion aforesaid was resolved upon, for the following reasons : 

Ist, That the Mouth of Red-Stone is the first convenient place on the 
river Monongahela. 

2d, That stores are already built at that place for the provisions of the 
company, wherein our arhmunition may be laid wp; our great guns may 
be also sent by water whenever we should think it convenient to attack the 
fort. 








* Captain Trent, and Ensign Wart had greatly exaggerated the French forces, Which iseommon 
enough for people to do, who abandon their fort at a bare summons. 
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3d, We may easily (having all these conveniencies) preserve our people 
from the ill consequences of inaction, and encourage the Indians our allies, 
to remain in ourinterests. Whereupon, I sent Mr. Wart to the Governor,* 
with one of the young Indians and an interpreter: I thought it proper 
also to acquaint the Governors of Maryland and Pennsylvania of the news ; 
and I sent away the other Indian to the Half-King, with the speeches 
inclosed in the following letter. 


To the Honorable Robert Dinwiddie, Esq., Governor, &c., §c. 

Sin:—Mr. Wart, an ensign of Captain Trent’s company, is this day 
come from Monongahela, and has brought the sorrowful news of the re- 
duction of the fort, on the 17th of this instant; having been summoned 
by Captain Contrecceur, to surrender to a body of French troops who 
were a thousand strong, who came from Wenango, with eighteen pieces 
of cannon, sixty battoes, and three hundred canoes ; they permitted all 
our men to retire, and take with them their working tools out of the fort, 
which was done the same day. 

Upon receiving this news, I called a council of war, in order to consult 
what was best to be done in such circumstances; and have sent you a 
particular account of every thing agreed upon at the same council, by the 
same express, that you may know things yet more particularly. 

Mr. Wart is the bearer of the summons, as also of the speech, from 
the Half-King, wherein I inclosed the wampum ; he is in company with 
one of those Indians mentioned in the speech, who had been sent to see 
our forces, and to know what time they might expect us; the other In- 
dian I have sent back with a message. I hope you will find it necessary 
to send us our forces as soon as they are raised, as also a sufficient num- 
ber of canoes, and other boats with decks; send us also some mortar 
pieces, that we may be in a condition to attack the French with equal 
forces. And as we are informed that the Indians of the Six Nation,t 
and the Outawas, are coming down Sciodo Creek, in order to join the 
French who are to meet at the Ohio; so I think it would not be amiss to 
invite the Cherokees, Catawbas, and the Chickasaws to come to our as- 
sistance; and as I have received intelligence, that there is no good under- 
standing between them and the Indians of the Six nations aforesaid, it 
would be well to persuade them to make a peace with them; otherwise, 
if they should meet at the Ohio, it might cause great disorder, and turn 
out to our disadvantage. 

We find the great advantage there is in water carriage, wherefore, I 
would remind you to provide a number of boats for that purpose. 

This day, arrived the men belonging to Captzin Trent, who, by your 











orders, had been enlisted as militia troops; the officers having imprudent- 
ly promised them two shillings per day, they now refuse to serve for less | 
pay ;. Wart shall receive your orders on that head. 


* The Governor of Virginia is here understood, ’ 
+ This must be an error. The Chippeways were perliaps meant.--Ep. O. T. | 
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To his Excellency Horatio Sharp, Governor of Maryland. 


Sir:—I am here arrived with a detachment of one hundred and fifty 
men: we daily expect Colonel Fry with the remaining part of the regi- 
ment and the artillery ; however, we shall march gently along the moun- 
tains, clearing the roads as we go,* that our cannon may with the great- 
er ease be sent after us; we propose to go as far as Red Stone river, 
which falls into Monongahela, about thirty-seven miles this side of the 
fort which the French have taken, from thence all our heavy luggage 
may be carried as far as the Ohio. A store is built there by the Ohio 
Company, wherein may be placed our ammunition and provisions. 

Besides the French forces above mentioned, we have reason te believe 
according to the accounts we have heard, that another party is coming to 
the Ohio; we have also learnt that six hundred of the Chippewais and 
Ottoways Indians, are coming down the river Sciodo, in order to join 
them. 

The following is my answer to the speech of the Half-King: 

“To the Half-King, and to the chiefs and warriors of the Shawanese 
and Loups our friends and brethren. I received your speech by brother 
Bucks, who came to us with the two young men six days after their de- 
parture from you. We return you our greatest thanks, and our hearts 
are fired with love and affection towards you, in gratitude for your con- 
stant attachment to us, as also your gracious speech, and your wise coun- 
sels, 

This young man will inform you, where he found a small part of our 
army, making towards you, clearing the roads for a great number of our 
warriors, who are ready to follow us, with our great guns, our ammuni- 
tion and provisions. AsI delight in letting you know with speed the 
thoughts of our heart, I send you back this young man, with this speech, 
to acquaint you therewith, and the other young man I have sent to the 
Governor of Virginia, to deliver him your speech and your wampum, and 
to be an eye-witness of those preparations we are making, to come in all 
haste to the assistance of those whose interest is as dear to us as our 
lives; We know the character of the treacherous French, and our con- 
duct shall plainly show you, how much we have it at heart. I shall not 
be satisfied if I do not see you before all our forces are met together at 
the fort which is in the way ; wherefore, I desire, with the greatest ear- 
nestness, that you, or at least one of you, would come as soon as possi- 
ble, to meet us on the road, and to assist us in council. I present you 
with these bunches of wampum, to assure you of the sincerity of my 
speech, and that you may remember how much I am your friend and 
brother. Signed, | WasnINncTon, 

‘or ConoTocariovs.t 
* How can the English say thatcountry was their’s? they had not a road leading to it from their 


Colonies 


l + This was without doubt an Indian name that Majer Washington had taker., to please those 
ndians which he wanted to delude. 
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April 28. Came to us some pieces of cannon, which were taken up 
to the mouth of Patterson’s river. 

(From the 29th of April to the 11th of May, the journal only contains 
marches, and things of little consequence.) 

May the llth. Detached a party of twenty-five men, commanded by 
Captain Stephens and Ensign Peronie, with orders to go to Mr. Gist’s, 
to enquire where La Furce* and his party were ; and in case they were 
in the neighborhood, to cease pursuing and take care of themselves. I 
alse ordered them to examine closely all the woods round about, and, 
if they should find any Frenchman apart from the rest, to seize him .and 
bring him to us, that we might learn what we could from him. We were 
exceedingly desirous to know, if there was any possibility of sending 
down any thing by water, as also to find out some convenient place about 
the mouth of Red Stone Creek, where we could build a fort, it being my 
design to salute the Half-King, and to send him back under a small guard; 
we were also desirous to enquire what were the views of the French, 
what they had done, and what they intended to do,t and to collect every- 
thing which could give us the least intelligence. 

The 12th. Marched away, and went on a rising ground, where we 
halted to dry ourselves, for we had been obliged to ford a deep river, 
where our shortest men had water up to their arm-pits. 

There came an express to us with letters acquainting us, that Colonel 
Fry, with a detachment of one hundred men and upwards, was at Win- 
chester, and was to set out in a few days to join us ; as also that Colonel 





Innis was marching with three hundred and fifty men, raised in Carolina; || 


that it was expected Maryland would raise two hundred men, and that 
Pennsylvania had raised ten thousand pounds, (equal to about fifty-two 
thousand five hundred livres) to pay the soldiers raised in other colonies, 
as that province furnisheth no recruits, as also that Governor Shirley had 
sent six hundred men to-harass the French in Canada; t{ I hope that will 
give them some work to do, and will slacken their sending so many men 
to the Ohio as they have done. 

The 16th. Met two traders who told us they had fled for fear of the 
French, as parties of them were often seen towards Mr. Gist’s. These 
traders are of opinion, as well as many others, that it is not possible to 
clear a road for any carriage to go from hence to Red Stone Creek. 

The 17th. This night Mr. Wart arrived with the young Indian from 
Williamsburg, and delivered me a letter, wherein the Governor is so good 
as to approve of my proceedings, but is much displeased with Captain 
Trent, and has ordered him to be tried, for leaving his men at the Vhio; 
The Governor also informs me that Captain Mackay, with an indepen- 





*M. dela Force was one of the Frenchmen who accompanied Mr. de Jumonville, and about 
the beginning of May, was sent out with three other Frenchmen and some Indians, after deserters, 
and Major Washington had knowledge of this from the Indians. 

+ If the English were ignorant of the designs of the French at that time ; it cannot then be said, 
that their hostilities had occasioned the order which Major Washington had to attack them. 

} The English are seen to attack every where. 
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dent company of one hundred men, excluding the officers, was arrived, 
and that we might expect them daily; and that the men from New Yogk 
would join us within ten days. 

This night also came two Indians from the Ohio, who left the French 
fort five days ago. ‘They relate that the French forces are all employed 
in building their fort, that it is already breast high, and the thickness of 
twelve feet, and filled up with earth and stone, &c. ‘They have cut down 
and burnt up all the trees which were about it, and sown grain instead 
thereof. The Indians believe they were only six hundred in number, 
though they say themselves they are eight hundred. They expect a 
greater number in a few days ; which may amount to one thousand six 
hundred, then they say they can defy the English. 

Thel8th. The waters being yet very high hindered me from advancing 
on account of my baggage, wherefore I determined to set myself in a 
posture of defence against any immediate attack from the enemy,* and 
went down to observe the river. 

The 19th. I dispatched the young Indian which was returned with 
Mr. Wart, to the Half-King, with the following speech. 


To the Half-King, &c. 


My Brethren,—Itgives me great pleasure to learn that you are marching 
to assist me with your counsels, be of good courage my brethren, and 
march vigorously towards your brethren the English; for fresh forces 
will soon join them, who will protect you against your treacherous enemy 
the French. My friends whom I send to you will acquaint you of an 
agreeable speech which the Governor of Virginia addresses to you ; he is 
very sorry for the bad usage you have received, The great waters do not 
permit us to make such haste towards you as we would do; for that 
reason I have sent the young men to invite you to come and meet us ; they 
can tell you many things which they have seen in Virginia, and also how 
well they were received by the most part of our Grandees ; they did not 
use them as the French do your people who go to their fort ;t they refuse 
‘them provisions ; this man has had given him, all that his heart could 
wish ; for the confirmation of all this, I here give you a Belt of Wam- 
pum. 

The 20th. Embarked ia a canoe with Licutenant West, three soldiers, 
and one Indian; and having followed the river along, about half a mile, 
were obliged to come ashore, where I met Peter Suver, a trader, who 
seemed to discourage me from seeking a passage by water ; that made me 
alter my mind of causing canoes to be made; I ordered my people to 
wade, as the waters were shallow enough ; and continued myself going 
down the river in the canoe ; now finding that our canoe was too small for 
6 men, we stopped to make some sort of a bark, with which, together with 














*It has been seen ia the foregoing pieces, that this pretended enemy had no inclination to attack. 

+ This isthe only bad usage this pretended Halt-King could complain of: The French were not 
Willing to receive in their forts such Indians as were perfidious and evil-minded: It may be 
seen in Robert Stobo’s letter hereaficr, how the French used the Indian. 
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our canoe, we gained Turkey Foot by the beg:nning of the night : we 
underwent several difficulties about eight or ten miles from thence, though 
of no great consequence, finding the waters some times deep enough for 
canoes to pass, and at other times more shallow. 

The 21st. ‘Tarried there some time to examine the place, which we 
found very convenient to build a fort, not only because it was gravelly, 
but also for its being at the mouth of three branches of small rivers : the 
plan thereof, which may be here seen, is as exact as could be done with- 
out mathematical Instruments. 

We went about two miles to observe the course of the river which is 
very strait, has many currents, is full of rocks, and rapid ; we waded it, 
though the water was pretty high; which made me think it would not 
be difficult to pass it with canoes. 

We also found other places where the water was rapid, but not so 
deep, and the current smoother; we easily passed over them ; but after- 
wards we found little or scarce any bottom ; there are mountains on both 
sides of the river. We went down the river about ten miles, when at 
last it became so rapid as to oblige us to come ashore. 

(From the 22d to the 24th, the journal contains only a description of 
the country.) 

The 24th. This morning arrived an Indian in company with him I 
had sent to the Half-King, and brought me the following letter from him. 








To any of his Majesty’s officers whom these may concern. 


As ’tis reported that the French army is set out to meet Mr. George 
Washington, I exhort you my brethren to guard against them ; for they 
intend to fall on the first English they meet ;* they have been on their 
march these two days; the Half-King and the other chiefs will join you 
within five days, to hold a council, though we know not the number we 
shall be. I shall say no more; but remember me to my brethren the 
English. Signed, The Harr-Kine. 


I examined those two young Indians in the best mannerI could, concern- 
ing every circumstance, but was not much the better satisfied. 

They say there are parties of them often out but they do not know of 
any considerable number coming this way.t The French continue raising 
their fort, that part next to the land, is very well inclosed, but next to the 
water is much neglected, nine pieces of cannon, and some of them very 
small, and not one mounted. There are two on the point, and the other 
at some distance from the fort next to the land. 

They relate that there are many sick among them, that they cannot 
find any Indians to guide their small parties towards our camp, these 
Indians having refused them. 





* Observe the Craft of this Indian! Ithas been proved that M. de Contreceeur tarried at fort du 
Quesne; as to Mr. de Jumonville, this cannot concern him, seeing he did not set out before the 23d, 
and his instructions nave been already seen. 





+ A new proof of the falsehood of this letter. 
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The same day, at two o’clock, we arrived at the meadows, where we 
saw a trader, who told us that he came this morning from Mr. Gist’s, 
where he had seen two Frenchmen the night before ; that he knew there 
was a strong detachmen* out, which confirmed the account we had receiv- 
ed from the Half-King: wherefore I placed troops behind two natural 
intrenchments, where our waggons also entered. 

The 25th, detached a party to go along the roads, and other small parties 
to the woods, to see if they couldmake any discovery. I gave the horse- 
men orders to examine the country well, and endeavor to get some news 
of the French, of their forces, and of their motions, &c. 

At night all these parties returned, without having discovered any thing, 
though they had been a great way towards the place from whence it was 
said the party was coming. 

The 26th, arrived William Jenkins ; Colonel Fry had sent him with a 
letter from colonel Fairfax, which informed me, that the Governor himself, 
as also Colonels Corbin and Ludwell, were arrived at Winchester, and 
were desirous to see the Half-King there, whereupon I sent him an account 
thereof. 

The 27th, arrived Mr. Gist early in the morning, who told us, that 
M. la Force with fifty men, whose tracks he had seen five miles off, had 
been at his plantation the day before, towards noon; and would have 
killed a cow, and broken every thing in the house, if two Indians whom 
he had left in the house, had not persuaded them from their design; I 
immediately detached sixty-five men, under command of Captain Hog, 
Lieutenant Mercer, Ensign Peronie, three Serjeants, and three Corporals, 
with instructions. 

The French enquired at Mr. Gist’s, what was become of the Half-King? 
I did not fail to let the young Indians who were in our camp know, that 
the French wanted to kill the Half-King ; and that had its desired effect.* 
They thereupon offered to accompany our people, to go after the French, 
and if they found it true that he had been killed, or even insulted by them, 
one of them would presently carry the news thereof to the Mingoes, in order 
to incite their warriors to fall upon them. One of these young men was 
detached towards Mr. Gist’s; that if he should not find the Half-King 
there, he was to send a message by a Delaware. 

About eight at night received an express from the Half-King, which 
informed me, that, as he was coming to join us, he had seen along the 
road, the tracts of two men which he had followed, till he was brought 


| thereby to a low obscure place, that he was of opinion the whole party 


of the French was hidden there : that very moment I sent out forty men, 
and ordered my ammunition to be put in a place of safety, under a strong 
guard to defend it ; fearing it to be a stratagem of the French to attack our 
camp, and with the rest of my men, set out in a heavy rain, and in a night 





one Washington it seems, did not scruple to make use of an imposture, for here he takes 
pride in it, 
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as dark as pitch, along a path scarce broad enough for one man; we were 
sometimes fifteen or twenty minutes out of the path, before we could come 
to it again; and so dark that we would often strike one against another. 
All night long we continued our route, and the 28th, about sunrise, we ar- 
rived at the Indian camp, where, after having held a council with the 
Half-King, it was concluded we should fall on them together; so we sent 
out two men to discover where they were, as also their posture, and what 
sort of ground was thereabout; after which, we formed ourselves for an 
engagement,* marehing one after the other, in the Indian manner. We 
were advanced pretty near to them, as we thought, when they discovered 
us; whereupon, I ordered my company to fire, mine was supported by 
that of Mr. Wager’s, and my company, and his, received the whole fire 
of the French, during the greatest part of the action, which only lasted 
a quarter of an hour, before the enemy was routed. 


We killed M, de Jumonville, the commander of that party, as also nine 
others ; we wounded one, and made twenty-one prisoners, among whom 
were M. la Force, M. Drouillon, and two cadets. The Indians scalped 
the dead, and took away the most part of their arms, after which we 
marched on with the prisoners and the guard, to the Indian camp, where 
again I held a council with the Half-King; and there informed him, that 
the Governor was desirous to see him, and was waiting for him at Win- 
chester; he answered that he could not go just then, as his people were 
in too imminent a danger from the French, whom they had fallen upon ;t 
that he must send messengers to all the allied nations, in order to invite 
them to take up the hatchet. He sent a young Delaware Indian to the 
Delaware nation, and gave him also a French scalp to carry to them. 
This young man desired to have a part of the presents which were allot- 
ted for them, but that the remaining part might be kept for another op- 
portunity. He said he would go to his own family, and to several others, 
and would wait on them at Mr. Gist’s, where he desired men and horses 
should be sent ready to bring them up toourcamp. After this I marched 
on with the prisoners ; They informed me that taey had been sent with a 
summons to order me to depart. A plausible pretence to discover our 
camp,t and to obtain the knowledge of our forces and our situation! It 
was so clear that they were come to reconnoitre what we were, that I ad- 





f 











mired at their assurance, when they told me they were come as an em- 
bassy ; for their instructions mentioned that they should get what knowl- 
edge they could of the roads, rivers, and of all the country as far as Po- 
tomac; and, instead of coming as an Embassador, publicly, and in an 
open manner, they came secretly, and sought after the most hidden re- 





* Therefore certain it is that the English had orders to attack. 

+ Major Washington takes care here, not to give a faithful account: but the endeavor he makes 
to justify himself, will be seen hereafter. 

J All their fear was from the French, because they knew they had been attacked, and they 
would pay ef revenge themselves. 

|| Then I find that the only hostility the French can be reproached of, is, the endeavoring to dis- 
cever an enemy who was marching with ordersto attack them. 
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treats," more like deserters than ambassadors; in such retreats they en- 
camped, and remained hid for whole days together, and that no more than 
five miles from us: from thence they sent spies to reconnoitre our camp; 
after this was done, they went back two miles, from whence they sent the 
two messengers spoken of in the instruction, to acquaint M. de Contre- 
cwur of the place we were at, and of our disposition, that he might send 
his detachments to enforcet the summons as soon as it should be given. 





Besides, an embassador has princely attendants; whereas this was 
only a simple petty French officer; an embassador has no need of spies, 
his character being always sacred: and seeing their intention was so good, 
why did they tarry two days at five miles distance from us,t without ac- 
quainting me with the summons, or, at least, with something that related 
to the embassy? That alone would be sufficient to raise the greatest sus- 
picions, and we ought to do them the justice to say, that, as they wanted 
to hide themselves, they could not pick out better places than they had 
done. 


The summons was so insolent, and favored the gasconade so much, 
that if it had been brought openly by two men, it would have been an 


immediate indulgence, to have suffered them to return.|| 


It was the opinion of the Half-King in this case, that their intentions 
were evil,§ and that it was a pure pretence; that they never intended to 
come to us but as enemies ;. and if we had been such fools as to let them 
go, they would never help us any more to take other Frenchmen. 

They say they called to us as soon as they had discovered us, which is 
an absolute falsehood, for I was then marching at the head of the company 
going towards them, and can positively affirm, that, when they first saw 
us, they ran to their arms, without calling; as I must have heard them, 
had they so done. 

The 29th. Dispatched Ensign Latour to the Half-King, with abouttwen- 
ty five men, and almost as many horses; and as I expected some French 
parties would continually follow that which we had defeated, I sent an ex- 
press to Colonel Fry for a reinforcement. 

After this the French prisoners desired to speak with me, and asked 
me in what manner I looked upon them, whether as the attendants of an 
Embassador, or. as prisoners of war: I answered them that it was in 
quality of the latter, and gave them my reasons for it, as above. 

The 30th. Detached Lieutenant West, and Mr. Spindorph, to take the 
prisoners to Winchester, with a guard of twenty men. 





* Why this apology in a bare journal? Major Washingtou only mentions such reproaches, as 
knowing others have a right to reproach him in the like manner. 

+A scheme is here attributed to the French, which, however, declares ouly regular ptoceed- 
ings. It was proper to stmmon the English to depart from the territories they had invaded, be- 
fore ever force was used. It is the business of an Embassador to make that summons, and he 
must also acquaint the person who sends him, with whatever is done, that if in case the English 

tefused to satisfy his demands, he might take his measures accordingly, 
de Jumonville knew not that the English were five miles off. 
Another kind of excuse which only shows his — 2 What authority? 
2 
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Began to raise a a fort with small pallisadoes, fearing that when the French 
should hear the news of that defeat, we might be attacked by considerabe 
forces. ; 

June the 1st. Arrived here an Indian trader with the Half-King : they 
said that when Mr. de Jumonville was sent here, another party had been 
detached towards the lower part of the river,* in order to take and kill all 
the, English they should meet. . 

Weare finishing our fort. 

Towards night arrived Ensign Towers, with the Half-King, Queen 
Alguipa,t and about twenty-five or thirty families, making in all, about 
eighty or one hundred persons, including women and children, The old 
Kingt being invited to come in to our tents, told me that he had sent 
Monakatoocha to Log’s-town, with Wampum, and four French Scalps, 
which were to be sent to the Six Nations, to the Wiandots, &c., to inform 
them, that they had fallen upon the French, and to demand their assist- 
ance. 

He also told me he had something to say at the council, but would stay 
till the arrival of the Shawanese, whom we expected next morning. 

The 2d. Arrived two or three families of the Shawanese: we had 
prayers in the fort. 

The 3d. ‘The Half-King assembled the council, and informed me that 
he had received a speech from Grand-Chaudiere, in answer to the one he 
had sent him. 

The 5th. . Arrived an Indian from the Ohio, who had lately been at the 
French fort: this Indian confirms the news of two traders being taken by 
the French, and sent to Canada; he saith they have set up their palli- 
sadoes, and enclosed their fort with exceeding large ‘trees. 

There are eight Indian families on this side the river, coming-to joifi 
us: He met a French man who had made his escape in the time of M. 
de Jumonville’s action, he was without either shoes or stockings, and 
scarce able to walk ; however he let him pass, not knowing we had fallen 
upon them. 

The 6th. Mr. Gist is returned, and a¢quaints me of the safe hrrival of 
the French prisoners at Winchester, and of the death of poor Colonel Fry. 

It gave the Governor great’ satisfaction to see the French prisoners 
safely arrived at Winchester. . 

I am also informed that Mr. Montour,|) is coming with a commission to 
command two hundred Indians. 

Mr. Gist met a French deserter, who assured him, that they were as 
five hundred men, when they took Mr. Wart’s fort, that they were now 
less, having sent fifteen men to Canada, to acquaint the Governor of their 
success: that there were yet two hundred soldiers, who only waited for a 
favourable Opportunity to come and j join us. 

















“#An egre gious false hood. + An Indian Squaw, created a Queen hy the English. 
t Another Indian chief, || This is the Canadian{deserter, mentioned in the examination of the 
four English traders, 











———_—— 



































ee a a a 





| ___________A MEMORIAL, &. __ __ 208 

The 9th. Arrived the last body of the Virginia Regiment, under the 
command of Colonel Must,* and we learnt that the independant company 
of Carolina was arrived at Wills-Creek. 

The 10th. I received the Regiment, and at night had notice, that some 
French were advancing towards us ; whereupon I sent a party of Indians 
upon the Scout towards Gist’s, in order to dicover them, and to know 
their number. Just before night we had an alarm, but it proved false. 

The 12th. Returned two of the men, whom we had sent out yesterday 
upon the scout ; they discovered a small party of French ; two others went 
on as far as Stuart’s. Upon this advice, I thought it necessary to march 
with the major partof the Regiment, to find out those ninety men, of 
whom we had intelligence. Accordingly I gave orders to Colonel Must, 
to put away all our baggage and ammunition, and to place them in the 
fort, and set a good guard there till my return; after which I marched at 
the head of one hundred and thirty men, and about thirty Indians; but 
at the distance of half a mile, I met the other Indians, who told me, there 
were only nine deserters ; whereupon I sent Mr. Montour, with some few 
| Indians, in order to bring them safe to me; I caused them to be drest, and 
they confirmed us in our opinion, of the intention of M. de Jumonville’s 
party ; that more than one hundred soldiers were only waiting for a 
favorable opportunity to come and join us; that M. de Contrecceur ex- 
pected a reinforcement of four hnndred men ; that the fort was completed ; 
and its artillery a shelter to its front and gates; that there was double 
Pallisadoe next to the water; that they have only eight small pieces of 
cannon, and know what number of men we are. 

They also informed us, that the Delawares and Shawaneset had taken 
up the hatchet against us ; whereupon, resolved to invite those two nations 
to'come to a council at Mr. Gist’s. Sent for that purpose messengers 
and Wampum. 

The 13th. Persuaded the deserters to write the following letter, to 
those of their companions who had an inelination to desert.} 

It is not in the Journal.) 

The 15th. Set about clearing the roads. 

16th. Set out for Red-Stone-Creek, and were extremely perplexed, 
our waggons breaking very often. 

17th. . Dispatched an express to the Half-King, in order to persuade 
him to send/a.message to the Loups ; which he did. 

18th, . Arrived eight Mingoes from Loiston,§ who at their arrival told 
me.of a commission they had, and that a council must be held. When 
we assembled, they told us very shortly, that they had often desired to see 
their brethren out in the field with forces, and begged us not to take it 
amiss, that they, were amongst the French, and that they complied with 
some of their customs ; notwithstanding which they were naturally in- 
clined to fall upon them, and other words to that purport: after which 


* This name shouid be Musg, but we follow copy.—Ed. 0. T. i 
+ This was an effeet of the indignation that the murder of M. de Jumonville had caused, 
$How can such proceedings be justified. 2This must be intended for Logstown.--Ep: O. T. 
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they said they had brought a speech with them, and desired to deliver it 
with speed. ‘These, and other discourses to the same purpose, made us 
suspect that their intentions towards us were evil; wherefore I delayed 
giving the audience until the arrival of the Half-King, and desired also the 
Delawares to have patience till then, as I only waited their arrival to hold 
a council, which I expected would be that same day. After the eight 
Mingoes had conferred a while together, they sent me some strings of 
Wampum, desiring me to excuse their insisting on the delivery of their 
speech so speedily, that they now perceived it necessary to wait the arrival 
of the Half-King. 

When the Half-King arrived, I consented to give the audience. 

A council was held in the camp for that purpose, where the Half-King, 
and several of the Six Nations, Loups and Shawanese, to the number of 
forty, were present. 

The speaker of the Six Nations directed the following speech to the 
Governor of Virginia. 

Brethren.—We your brothers of the Six-Nations are now come to ac- 
quaint you, that we have been informed you threaten to destroy entirely all 
your brethren the Indians, who will not jom you on the road ; wherefore 
we who keep inour own towns, expect every day to be cut in pieces by 
you. We would desire to know from your mouth, if there be any truth 
in that information, and that you would not look upon it as preposterous, 
that we are come to enquire into it, since you very well know that bad 
news commonly makes a deeper impression upon us than good ; that we 
may be fully satisfied by your answers of the truth thereof, we give you 
this Belt of Wampum. 


We know the French will ask us at our return, of what number our 
brethrenfare, whom we went to see? Therefore we desire you, by this 
Belt, to let us know it, as also the number of those whom you expect, 
and at what time you expect them, and when you reckon to attack the 
French, that we may give notice thereof to our town and know also, 
what we shall have to tell the French. 

ANSWER. 

Brethren:—We are very glad to see you, and sorry that such reports 
disquiet you. The English do not intend to hurt you, or any of your 
allies ; this news, we know, must have been forged by the French, who 
are constantly treacherous, asserting the greatest falsehoods * whenever 
they think they will turn out to their advantage; they speak well, prom- 
ise fine things, but all from the lips outward; whilst their heart is cor- 
rupted and full of venomous poison. You have been their children, and 
they would have done every thing for you, but they no sooner thought 
themselves strong enough, than they returned to their natural pride, and 























*It may be judged by what has been before mentioned, who most deserves the reproech, the 
French or the English. The imposture which Major Washington confesseth he had recourse to 
in order to irritate the Indians, can give a clear idea of the means which the English made use of. 
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drove you off from your lands, declaring you had no right on the Ohio.* 
The English your real friends, are too generous, to think of using the Six 
Nations, their faithful allies, in like manner; when you made your ad- 
dress to the Governors of Virginia and Pennsylvania; they, at your re- 
peated request) sent an army to maintain your rights ;+ to put you in the 
possession of your lands, and to take care of your wives and children, to 
dispossess the French, to support your prerogatives, and to make that 
.whole country sure to you; for those very ends are the English arms ac- 
tually employed ; it is for the safety of your wives and your children, 
that we fight, and as this is the only motive of our conduct,{ we cannot 
reasonably doubt of being joined by the remaining part of your forces, to 
oppose the common enemy. 

Those that will not join us, shall be answerable for whatever may be 
the consequence ; we only desire your brethren to choose that side which 
shall be most agreeable to them. 

The Indians of the Six Nations are those, who have the most interest 
in this war; for them it is that we fight; and it would greatly trouble me 
to do them the least hurt; we have engaged in this war in order to assist 
and protect you; our arms are open to receive you, and our hands ready 
to nourish your families during the course of this war. The Governor 
of Virginia has often desired they might be sent to him, that he might 
see them in person, nourish and clothe them according to their own de- 
sire; but as you could not be determined to send them to him, we are 
ready to share in a friendly manner, all our provisions with you, and 
shall take such measures, and give such orders, that enough shall be 
brought to maintain your wives and children. Such a conduct will evi- 
dently prove how much more the English love and esteem their allies the 
Six Nations,]| than the French do. As we have drawn the sword in 
your cause, and in your defence, delay not one moment, be no more in 
suspence, but put your wives and children under our protection ; and they 
shall find plenty of provisions; in the mean while, set your young men 
and your warriors to sharpen their hatchets, in order to join and unite 
with us vigorously in our battles. 

The presents, my brethren, which I offer you, is not so considerable 
as I could wish, but I expect in a short time a quantity of goods, which 
are to be at my disposal, in order to reward those who shall have shown 
themselves brave and active on this occasion; however, I shall recom- 
pence them most generously. 

* It is true that the Indians of the Six Nations have never inhabited the borders of the Ohio; 
neither do they pretend any right to them, but the English who, in Americe, treat them as friends 
and allics, would fain persuade them, that the borders of the Ohio belong to the Six Cantons, 
under a pretence of some ancient wars ihat these had, with the Iudians on lhe Ohio. And in 
Europe they insist, that that country belongs to England, and pretend that the Indians of the Six 
Nations, are its subjects. 

+ Here the English confess, that country is none of theirs; of what can they then reproach 
the French? It would more become the Indians of the Six Nations to complain ; yet they do not. 

$80! this is the reason of the war against the French, protection due to the Six Nations, 
who never complained. 

argument of the English in Europe, to assume the country which lies on the oth- 


and 
er side of the Apalachian mountains, is, that the Six Nations are their subjects: how can we 
reconcile that, with the reasonings they hold with the Six Nations when they speak to them? 
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~ Be of good courage, my brethren, deliver your country, and make it 
sure to your children; let me know the thoughts of your hearts on this 
affair, that | may give an account of your sentiments to your great friend 
and brother, the Governor of Virginia. In order to assure you of my 
sincerity and esteem, I present you this belt. 

The 20th: The council still continued. 

When the Delawares knew that they were suspected of being in the 
French interest, they demanded the reason why they had been sent for, 
and what they should tell the French at their return. 

I answered them it was to let them know, that we were come at their 
reiterated requests to assist them with sword in hand ;* that we intended 
to put them in the possession of those lands which the French had taken 
from them. 

And as they had often demanded our assistance, in quality of our an- 
cient and faithful allies, I invited them to come and place themselves _un- 
der our protection, together with the women and children. 

Whereupon the Indian speaker stretched out his blanket upon the floor, 
and laid several belts and strings of wampum thereon in the same order 
he had received them from the French. ‘This done, he repeated the 
speeches of M. de Contreceeur ;t after which, the Delaware speaker di- 
rected to me the following speech: 

“« Brethren, the Governor of Virginia and Pennsylvania:—We ‘your 
brethren, the Delawares, remember perfectly well the treaty of Loiston, 
where you and your uncles the Six Nations, considering the bad situa- 
tion we were in, for want of a man to be our leader, you then gave us a 
king, and told us, he should transact all our public affairs between you and 
us ;{ you gave us a charge, not to listen to every vain report that might 
be spread, but to consult ourselves, and to do, what would seem to us to 
be right. We assure you that we have given no credit to any of these re- 
ports, nor ever shall; but will be guided by you our brethren, and by our 
uncles the Six Nations, and will do on all occasions, what is just and 
right, taking advice from you alone. To assure you of the desire we 
have to fulfil our engagements with you, we present you this belt.”’ 

After which they made the following discourse, to the Six Nations: 

* Uncles, Thirteen days are now past, since we have received the belt 
from the Onondago Council; I do not doubt your knowing it. They ex- 
horted us toremember old times, when they clothed us with a robe reach- 
ing down to our heels ; afterwards told us, to raise it up to our knees, and 
_ there to make it very fast, and come to them at the head of Susquehanna, 

where they had provided a place for us to live; that they had also sent 
a speech to those of our nation who live near the Minnesinks, inviting 
them to go to the place by them appointed, that they might live with us. 

















* The Delawares at that time were in the French interest ; and gave no credit to the English, 
who endeavoured to persuade them, they were only come at their request. 

+ Major Washington does not relate in his Journal, what those speeches of the French were? 
he had no doubt, good reasons to conceal them. 

[i Could it be from this pretended King, the English had made such purchases? 
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They also sent us a speech, to give us notice that the English and Freneh 
were upon the point of coming to an engagement on the Ohio river, and 
exhorted us to do nothing in that juncture, but what was reasonable, and 
what they would tell us themselves; lastly, they recommended to us, to 
keep fast hold of the chain of Friendship, which has so long subsisted 
between us and them, and our brethren the English. 

A belt. 

Then the Delawares spoke to the Shawanese as follows: 


“ Grand sons, by this belt, we take you between our arms, and fetch you 
away from the Ohio, where you now are, to carry you amongst us, that 
you may live where we live, and there live in peace and quiet,” 

The council after this was adjourned till the next morning. 

The 21st. Met very early, and I spoke first to the Delawares in the 
following manner. 


“ Brethren, by your open and generous conduct on this occasion, you 
have made yourselves dearer to us than ever; we return you our thanks 
that you did not goto Venango, when the French first invited you there ; 
their treating you in such a childish manner, as we perceive they do, rai- 
ses in us a just and strong resentment. They call you their children, and 
speak to you, as if you in reality were children, and had no more under- 
standing than such. 


“ Consider well my brethren, and compare all their discourse, and you 
will find that all it tends to, is to tell you, I am going to open your eyes, 
to unstop your ears, and such like words to no purpose, only proper to 
amuse childreu. You also observe brethren, that if they deliver a speech, 
or make a promise, and confirm it by a belt, they imagine it binds them 
no longer than they think it consistent with their interest to stand to it. 
They have given one example of it, and I will make you observe it, in 
the jump; which they say they have made over the boundaries, which you 
had set them; which ought to stir you up my brethren, to a just anger, 
and cause you to embrace the favorable opportunity that we offer you, as 
we are come, at your request, to assist you, and by means of which, you 
may make them jump back again, with more speed than they advanced. 


A-string of wampum, 


“The French are continually telling you, not to give heed to the ill-re- 
ports that are told you concerning them who are your fathers. If they 
did not know in their very souls, how richly they deserve it on your ac- 
count, why should they suspect being accused? Why should they fore. 
warn you of it, in order to hinder you from believing what is told you 
concerning them? With regard to what they tell you of us, our conduct 
alone will answer in our behalf; examine the truth yourselves; you 
know the roads leading to our habitations, you have lived amongst us, 
you can speak our ianguage ; but in order to justify ourselves from what- 
ever might be said against us, and assure you of our brotherly love ; we 
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once more invite your old men, your wives and your children, to take 
sanctuary under our protection, and between our arms, in order to be 
plentifully fed, whilst your warriors, and young men join with ours, and 
espouse together the common cause. 

A string of wampum, 

‘«‘ Brethren, we thank you with all our hearts, for having declared unto 
us, your resolution of accomplishing the engagements which you had en- 
tered into, at the treaty of Loiston,* and we can do no otherwise than 
praise your generous conduct with regard to your grand sons, the Shaw- 
anese ; it gives us infinite pleasure. 

We are greatly obliged to the counsel given you by Onondago, char- 
ging you to hold fast the chain of friendship by which we are bound; I 
dare say, that had he known, how nearly yon are interested in this war, 
or that it is for the love of you, and at your request,t we have taken up 
arms, he would have ordered you to declare, and to act immediately 
against the common enemy of the Six Netions. In order to assure you 
of my affection, and to confirm the truth of what I have said, I present 
you these two great strings.” 

After this, the eouncil broke up, and those treacherous devils, who had 
been sent by the French as spies, returned, though not without some tale, 
ready prepared to amuse the French, which may be of service to make 
our own designs succeed. 

As they had told me there were sixteen hundred French, and seven 
hundred Indians on their march, to reinforce those at the Garrison, I per- 
suaded the half-King to send three of his men to inquire into the truth of 
it; though I imagine this news to be only soldiers’ discourse ; these In- 
dians were accordingly sent in a secret manner, before the council broke 
up, and had orders to go to the fort, and get what information they could 
from all the Indians they should meet, and if there was any news worth 
while, one|] of them should return, and the other two continue their route as 
far at Venango, and about the lake, in order to obtain a perfect knowledge 
of every thing. 

I also persuaded King Shingas, to send out rangers towards the river, 
to bring us news in case any French should come; I gave him also a letter, 
which he was to send me back again by an express, to prevent my being 
imposed upon by a false alarm. 


Though King Shingas, and other of the Dalawares, could not be per- 











suaded to retire to our camp with their families, through the fear they 
were in of Onondago’s council, they nevertheless gave us strong assurances 
of their assistance, and directed us in what manner to act, in order to 





* What this treaty of Loiston can be, no one knows; this Journal makes it appear, that it was 
> guage by & man whom the English gave them for a King, and of consequence they were very 
safe. 

+ ches Mgr 7 repeat ; Major Washington was certainly in doubt as to the Delawares giving 
any cre o it. 

It was by the means of those Indians, that the English hada communication with Stobo the spy; 
whose letier will be seen hereafter. 
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obtain our desire ; the method was this; we were to prepare a great war 
Belt, tu invite all those warriors who would receive it, to act independently 
from their King and coancil ; and King Shingas, promised to take pri- 
vately the most subtile methods to make the affair succeed, though he 
did not dare to do it openly. 


The very day the council broke up, I persuaded Kaquehuston, a trusty 
Delaware, to carry that letter to the fort which the French deserters had 
written to their comrades, and gave instructions how he should behave 
in his observations, upon several articles of which I had spoken to him ; 
for I am certain the fort may be surprized, as the French are encamped 
outside, and cannot keep a strict guard, by reason of the works they are 
about. 





I also persuaded George, another trusty Delaware, to go and take a 
view of the fort, a little after Kaquehuston, and gave him proper instruc- 
tions, recommending him particularly to return with speed, that we might 
have fresh news. 

Presently after the council was over, notwithstanding all that Mr. 


Montour could do to dissuade them, the Delawares as also the Half-King, 
and all the other Indians, returned to the Great Meadows ; but though we 


‘had lost them, I still had spies of our own people, to prevent being sur- 


prised. 

As it had been told me, that if I sent a Belt of Wampum and a speech, 
that might bring us back both the Half-King and his young men ; accor- 
dingly I sent the following speech by Mr. Croghan. 


*Tis but lately since we were assembled together ; we were sent here 
by your brother the Governor of Virginia, at your own Request, in order 
to succour you, and fight for your cause ; wherefore my brethren, I must 
require, that you and your young men come to join and encamp with us, 
that we may be ready to receive our brother Monacatoocha, whom I dai- 
ly expect; that this request may have its desired effect, and make a suita- 
ble impression upon your minds,I present you with strings of Wam- 
pum,” 

As those Indians, who were spies sent by the French were very in- 
quisitive and asked us many questions, in order to know by what way we 
proposed to go to the fort, and what time we expected to arrive there ; I 
left off working any farther at the road, and told them we intended to 
keep on across the woods as far as the fort, felling the trees, due; That 
we were waiting here for the reinforcement which was coming to us, our 
artillery, and our waggons to accompany us there; but, as soon as they 
were gone, I set about marking out and clearing a road towards Red 
Stone. 


The 25th: ‘Towards night came three mefi from the Great Meadows, 
amongst whom was the son of Queen Alguipa. 
21 
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He brought me a letter from Mr. Croghan, informing me what pains he 
was at to persuade any Indians to come to us; that the Half-King was 
inclined, and was prepating to join us, but had received a blow which 
was a hindrance to it. I thought it proper to send Captain Montour to 
fort Necessity, in order to try if he could, possibly, gain the Indians to 
come to ns. 

The 26th. Arrived an Indian, bringing news that Monacatoocha had 
burnt his village, (Loiston) and was gone by water with his people to 
Red Stone, and may be expected there in two days. This Indian passed 
elose by the fort, and assures us, that the French had received no rein- 
forcement, except a small number of Indians, who had killed, as he said, 
two or three of the Delawares. I did not fail to relate that piece of 
news to the Indians in its proper colours, and particularly to two of the 
Delawares who are here. 

The 27th. Detached Captain Lewis, Lieutenant Wagghner, and En- 
sign Mercer, two Serjeants, two Corporals, one drummer, and sixty men, 
in order to endeavor to clear a road, to the mouth of Red-Stone creek on 
Monongahela. 














NUMBER JX. 
The journal of M. de Villiers, June the 26th. 

Arrived at fort du Quesne about eight in the morning, with the several 
nations, the command of which the General had given me. 

At my arrival was informed that M. de Contreceur had made a detach- 
ment of five hundred French, and eleven Indians of different mations on 
the Ohio, the command of which he had given to Chevalier le Mercier, 
who was to depart the next day. 

As I was the oldest officer, and commanded the Indian nations, and as 
my brother had been assassinated,* M. de Contreceeur honored me with 
that command, and M. le Mercier, though deprived of the eommand, 
seemed very well pleased to make the campaign under my orders. 

M. de Contreceeur called Messrs, le Mercier, de Longueil, and myself, 
in order to deliberate upon what should be done in the campaign, as to 
the place, the strength of the enemy, the assassination committed by them 
upon my brother, and the peace we intended to maintain between the two 
crowns, ' 

The 28th. M. de Contreceur gave me my orders, the provisions 
were distributed, and we left the fort about ten in the morning. I began, 
from that instant, to send out some Indians to range about by land, to 
prevent being surprized. 

I posted myself at a short distance above the first fork of the river 
Monongahela, though I had no thought of taking that route. I called the 
Indians together, and demanded their opinion, It was decided, that it 
was suitable to take the river Monongahela, though the route was longer. 


*M. Jumonvilfe, 
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The 29th. Mass was said in the camp, after which we marched with 
the usual precaution. 

30th. Came to the Hangard,* which was a sort of fort built with logs 
one upon another. well notched in, about thirty foot in length, and twen- 
ty in breadth, and as it was late, and would not do any thing without con- 
sulting the Indians, I encamped about two musket shot from that place, 

At night I called the Sachems together, and we consulted upon what 
was the best to be done for the safety of our Pettiaguas, and of the pro- 
visions we left in reserve, as also what guard should be left to keep it. 

July the ist. Put our Pettiaguas in a safe place, our effects, and every 
thing we could do without, we took into the Hangard; where I left one 
good Serjeant, with twenty men and some sick Indians. Ammunition 
was afterwards distributed, and we began our march. 

At about 11 0’clock we discovered some tracks, which made us suspect 
we were discovered. 

At three in the afternoon, having no news of our rangers, I sent others, 
who met those sent before, and not knowing each other, were near upon 
exchanging shot, but happily found their mistake; they returned to us, 
and declared to have been at the road which the English were clearing ; 
that they were of opinion no body had been that way for three days. 
We were no longer in doubt of our proceedings being known to the En- 
glish. 

The 2d. We marched at break of day, without waiting the return of 
ourrangers. After having marched some time, we stopped, for I was re- 
solved to proceed no farther, until I had positive news ; wherefore I sent 
seouts upon the road. In the meanwhile, came some of those Indians to 
me, whom we had left at the Hangard, they had taken a prisoner, who 
called himself a deserter ; I examined him, and threatened him with the 
rope, if he offered to impose upon me. [I learned that the English had 
left their post, in order to rejoin their fort, and that they had brought back 
their cannon. 

Some of our people finding that the English had abandoned the camp, 
we went thereto, and I sent some men to search it throughout, where they 
found several tools, and other utensils hidden in many places, which I 
ordered them to carry away. As it was late, I ordered the detachment to 
encamp there. 

Texamined the Englishman a second time, sometimes terrifying him, 
and at other times giving him hopes of reward. I imparted all he told 
me to the Indians, as also of my resolution not to expose them rashly, 
We had rain all night. 

The 30th. At break of day I prepared for my departure, I desired 
the Indians to provide me some scouts; the weather was inclining to 
rain, but I foresaw the necessity of preventing the enemy in their works. 








* This hangard had been built by the English. 
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We marched the whole day in the rain, and I sent scouts one after 
another. I stopped at the place where my brether had been assassina- 
ted, and saw there yet some dead bodies. 

When I came within three quarters of a league from the English fort, 
I ordered my men to march in columns, every officer to his division, that 
I might the better dispose of them as necessity would require. 

I sent scouts, and gave them orders to goclose up tothe camp. ‘Twen- 

ty others to sustain them; and I advanced in order. My scouts soon in- 
formed me that we were discovered, and that the English were commg in 
battle array to attack us; and that they were very near us; upon which 
I ordered my men in a posture suitable for a bush fight. It was not long 
before I perceived that my scouts had misled me, and ordered the troops 
to advance on that side where we expected them to attack us. 
"As we had no knowledge of the place, we presented our ffank to the 
fort, when they began to fire upon us, and almost at the same time, I per- 
ceived the English on the right, in order of battle, and coming towards 
us. The Indians, as well as ourselves, set up a great cry, and advanced 
towards them; but they did not give us time to fire upon them, before 
they sheltered themselves in an intrenchment, which was adjoining to 
their fort. After which we aimed to invest the fort, which was advanta- 
geously enough situated in a meadow, within a musket shot from the 
woods. We drew as near them as possible, that we might not expose 
his Majesty’ s subjects to no purpose; the fire was very brisk on both 
sides, and I chose that place, which seemed to me the most proper, in 
case we should be exposed to a sally; we fired so smartly as to put out, 
(if I may use the expression) the fire of their cannon with our musket 
shot. 

Towards six at night, the fire of the enemy increased with more vigor 
than ever, and lasted until eight. We briskly returned their fire: We 
took particular care to secure our posts, to keep the English fast up in 
their fort all night; and after having fixed ourselves in the best position 
we could, we let the English know that if they would speak to us, we 
would stop firing. ‘They accepted the proposal; there came a gaptain to 
the place where I was; I sent M. le Mercier to receive him, and I went 
to the meadow, where I told him, that as we were not at war, we were 
very willing to save them from the cruelties to which they exposed them- 
selves on account of the Indians ; but if they were stubborn, we would 
take away from them all hopes of escaping; that we consented to be fa- 
vorable to them at present, as we were come only to revenge my brother's 
assassination, and to oblige them to quit the lands of the King my mas- 
ter, and we agreed to grant them the capitulation, whereof a copy is here 
annexed. We considered that nothing could be more advantageous than 
this capitulation, as it was not proper to make prisoners in a time of 
peace. We made the English consent to sign, that they had assassinat- 
ed my brother in his camp; we had hostages for the security of the 
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French who were in their power; we made them abandon the King’s 
country ; we obliged them to leave us their cannon, consisting of nine 
pieces ; we destroyed all their horses and cattle, and made them to sign 
that the favor we granted them, was only to prove how desirous we were 
to use them as friends, 

That very night the articles of capitulation were signed, and the two 
hostages I had demanded, were brought to my camp. 

The 4th, at break of day I sent a detachment, to take possession of 
the Fort, the garrison filed off, and the number of their dead and wound- 
ed moved me to pity, notwithstanding my resentment for their having in 
such a manner taken away my brother’s life. 

The Indians who had obeyed my orders in every thing, claimed a right 
to the plunder, but I opposed it: however, the English being frightened 
fled and left their tents and one of their colors, I demolished their fort ; 
and M. le Mercier ordered their cannon to be broken; as also the one 
granted by capitulation, the English not being able to carry it away. 

I hastened my departure, after having bursted the casks wherein was 
their Liquor, to prevent the disorders which would have certainly hap- 
pened; one of my Indians took ten Englishmen whom he brought to 
me, but I sent them back again by another. 

All I lost in this attack, were two men killed, and one Pany,* seven- 
teen wounded, two whereof are Indians, exclusive of a number so slight- 
ly wounded as to have no occasion for the surgeon. 

We marched that day about two leagues, and I detached some of my 
men to carry on litters those who were badly wounded. 

The 5th. About nine I arrived at the camp, which the English had 
abandoned, I ordered the intrenchment to be demolished, and the houses 
to be burnt down; and after having detached M. de la Chauvignerie to 
burn the houses round about, I continued my route, and encamped three 
ieagues from thence. 

The 6th. Departed early in the morning, and arrived about ten at the 
Hangard. 

We put our Pettiauguas in order; victualled the detachment; carried 

away the reserve of provisions which we had left there, and found sever- 
al things which the English had hidden, after which I burnt down the 
Hangard. We then embarked, and kept on till about six at night, when 
I was obliged to encamp in a very great rain. 
_ The7th. Continued my route, after having detached M. de la Chau- 
vignerie to acquaint M. de Contreceur of the success of our campaign ; 
passing along, we burnt down all the settlements we found, and about 
four o’clock I delivered my detachment to M. de Contrecceur. 





* The name of an Indian. 
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Capitulation granted to M. de Villiers, Captain and commander of his 

Majesty’s troops, to those English troops actually in Fort Necessity, 

July the 3d, 1754, at 8 o’clock at night. 

As our intentions have never been to trouble the peace and good har- 
mony subsisting between the two Princes in amity, but only to revenge 
the assassination, committed on one of our officers, bearer of a summon, 
as also on his escort, and to hinder any establishment on the lands of the 
dominions of the King my master; upon these considerations, we are 
willing to show favor to all the English who are in the said fort, on the 
following conditions. 

ARTICLE I. 

We grant leave to the English Commander to retire with all his garri- 
son, and to return peaceably into his own country ; and promise to hinder 
his receiving any insult from us French; and to restrain, as much as shall 
be in our power, the Indians that are with us. 

ART. IL. 

It shall be permitted him to go out, and carry with him all that belongs 

to them, except the artillery, which we reserve, 
ART. III. 

That we will allow them the honors of war, that they march out with 
drums beating, and one swivel gun, being willing thereby to convince 
them, that we treat them as friends, 

ART. IV. 

That as soon as the articles are signed by both parties, the English 

colors shall be struck. 


ART. V. 

That to-morrow, at break of day, a detachment of French shall go and 

make the Garrison file off, and take possession of the fort. 
ART. VI. 

As the English have but few oxen or horses left, they are at liberty to 
hide their effects, and to come again and search for them, when they have 
a number of horses sufficient to carry them off, and that for this end they 
may have what guards they please; on condition that they give their 
word of honor, to work no more on any buildings in this place, or any 
part on this side of the mountains, 

ART. VIL. 

And as the English have in their power, one officer, two cadets, and 
most of the prisoners made at their assassination of M. de Jumonville, 
and promise to send them back, with a safe guard to Fort Du Quesne, 
situate on the Ohio; for surety of their performing this article as well 
as this treaty, M. Jacob Vambrane and Robert Stobo, both Captains, 
shall be delivered to us as hostages, till the arrival of our French and 
Canadians above mentioned. We oblige ourselves on our side, to give an 



































= 

















A MEMORIAL, &c. 215 


escorte to return these two officers in safety; and expect to have our 
French in two months and a half at farthest. A duplicate of this being 
fixed upon one of the posts of our blockade, the day and year above 
mentioned. 








JAMES MACKAYE, 
Signed, Messrs. ~« G. WASHINGTON. 
COULON VILLIERL. 


NUMBER X. 

The translation of a letter written by Robert Stobo, at Fort du Quesne, 
who was one of the hostages given for a faithful perfernanss of 
the Capitulation granted to the English troops commanded by Major 
Washington. 





_ July the 28th, 1764, 

Sim:—An Indian called Tusquerora John, brought here a piece of 
news, which has greatly alarmed the Indians of this river: he said that 
the Half-King, Manaquahiha, and a chief of the Shawanese, &c., to the 
number of thirty-seven, have been taken by the English and carried away 
as prisoners. He related also, that John Mainer, alias, James Cork, of 
Montour’s company, had told him, that the thirty-seven Indians were to 
be all hanged, as soon as they had reached the English inhabitants, and 
advised him to make his escape. ‘This was very dexterously reported, 
on the night before a grand council which was held between the Shawa- 
nese, the French, and the Indians taeir allies. ‘The French made them a 
long and elegant speech, telling them, they did not come here to war 
with any body ; but that the English would give them no peace ; that 
they were in hopes, the Indians, their children, would not allow their 
father to be insulted in his old age, that nevertheless if they would join 
with the English; they might doit. But if they would take time to con- 
sider, they would find it more to their interest to remain in peace.* This 
is all I could learn from this council. 

The French accompanied those speeches with two strings of Wampum; 
their allies did the same. There were also considerable presents made; 
to wit, sixteen beautiful muskets, two barrels of gun-powder, balls in 
proportion; sixteen very beautiful suits of cloths, many others of a less 
value, and blankets. ‘The Shawanese made no answer at that time, neither 
do I hear they have made any since. It is affirmed that the Half-King 
and his band were killed, and that their wives and children were delivered 
up to the barbarity of the Cherokees, and Catawbas, who are three hun- 
dred in number at the new-store. Be it so or not, the Indians are very 
muchalarmed thereat ; and had it not been for this news, you would have 
had many of the different nations in your interest. If it should be true 
(which I cannot think) no dependence can be put upon any Indians in 
these parts ; which will greatly endanger our return ; but this is not to be 
considered. 





* It is therefore proved by the evidence even of an Englishman the most exasperated against 
the French, that these did not stir up the Indians to war. Their conduct may be compared with 
the craft and subtility of the English which are so well represented in the Journal. 
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The Shawanese, Pickos, and Delawagos,* have held a great council 
together, but I know not the issue of it: I have persuaded some of them 
to go to you, assuring them they would be well received, and that there 
was-at the new-store very beautiful presents for the Indians. A present 
made in a proper manner at this time might be of great service to us: Ifa 
peace could be made with the Catawbas, and the Cherokees, I believe 
every thing would succeed well. At the battle in the meadows (Fort 
Necessity) we had no more than six or seven Indians, whom we called 
ours ; I believe they were Mingoes, and of little esteem in that nation, in 
particular, one who was called English John; he is of the number of 
those who were looked upon as spies. I heard he was to go and see you 
with his people; I would have you put no confidence in them. I send 
you this by Monacatoocha’s brother-in-law, who is a good subject and 
may be trusted. 

On the other hand you will see the plan of the fort which is as well 
drawn, as the time and circumstances would permit me. The garrison 
at present, contains only two hundred men, all tradesmen ; the rest, one 
thousand in number, are gone in different detachments. M. Mercier, a 
good soldier, is to leave the fort within two days, then there will be only 
Contreceur, with some few young officers and cadets. A Lieutenant was 
sent some days ago with two hundred men to get provisions : he is hourly 
expected; and at his return the garrison will contain four hundred men. 
La Force is greatly wanted here ; no more discoveries are made since his 
departure ; he is so much regretted and wished for, that I judge he was a 
man of no small account. When we entered into our country’s service, 
it was expected we would do it at the expence of our lives ; therefore let 
not people be deceived ; consider what may promote the expedition, without 
the least regard for us ; for my own partI could die ten thousand deaths, 
to have the satisfaction of possessing this one English fort only. ‘The 
French are so proud of their success in the meadows, that I had rather 
die, than hear them speak of it. Attack the fort this fall as soon as pos- 
sible ; gain the Indians to your side, in a word, do the best you can, and 
you will succeed. One hundred Indians who can be depended upon, are 
capable of surprising the fort; they have admittance therein every day ; 
they can conceal themselves so as to dispatch the guard without any 
difficulty with their Tamkanko:t then let them shut the door fast,’ and the 
fortis ours, There are at night, only Contreceur and the guard in the 
fort; who never exceed fifty men ; all the others lodge without, in cabins 
that are round it. For God’s sake speak not of this to many people, and 





* Indian Natiqn. The Delawagos may be the same whom Maj. Washington ¢alls Delawares. 
rs Baten ape not to be found in the dictionary; but it is thought to be' caffetete. Skull- 

reakers. 

¢Tamkanko. This is a curious instance of the change produced in translating from English 
into French. Captain Stobo used the word Tomahawks as will be seen in the capy of his letter 
published in the previous volume of the Olden Time page 60. We might have omitted this second 
copy of Stobo’s letter, butsome of our readers might be curious to see it as it was originally 
as it appears after two translations first from English into French and then into English again. 
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let it be to such as you can trust. ‘They certainly have knowledge here 
of every thing, and should they know what I am writing, the least that 
could befal me, would be the losing of the little liberty I have. I would 
look upon your sending me news, as the highest favour; but make no 
mention of this in your letter. I beseech you to pass by the faults that 
may have crept in this letter, which is not in the best order, and believe 
that I am, &e. Signed, Roszert Sroso. 

P. S.—Shew kindness to this Indian; Shitigas and Delaware George 


are come here. 


I the subscriber, one of the superior council of Quebec, do certify that 
Ihave translated the above letters from English into French the original 
being deposited in the secretary’s office of the Governor-General of New 
France. Done at Quebec, the thirtieth of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-five. Signed, Perrrnuts. 

We the Governor-General, and intendant of New-France, certify, that 
M. Perthuis, one of the superior council of Quebec, hath translated the 
above letter, and that we have heard all the English people who have been 
in this town say ; that the said M. Perthuis could both speak and translate 
the English tongue perfectly well. Done at Quebec, the thirtieth Septem 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five. 

Signed, Vauprevin and = Bisor. 








NUMBER. XI. 
Instructions given to General Braddock by his Britannic Majesty: 
GEORGE R. 

Instructions for our loyal and well beloved Edward Braddock, esquire, 
Major-General of our armies, whom we have appointed General and com- 
mander of all and every of our troops and forces which are actually in 
North America, or may be sent there, or levy’d to vindicate our just rights 
and possessions on that continent. Given at our court at St. James’s the 
25th of November, 1754 and of our reign the 28th. 

As by our commission dated the 24th of September last, we have ap+ 
pointed you General and Commander of all and every of our forces, which 
are or shall be hereafter in North-America, 

In order to enable you the better to answer the trust which we have 
reposed in you, we have thought proper to give you the following instruc- 
tions. 

Ist. We have given our most serious attention to the representation 
of our subjects in North America, and, to the present state of our Colonies, 
and, in order to preserve our just rights and possessions from all usurpa- 
tions, and to secure the commerce of our subjects, we have ordered two 
of our regiments of foot, which are now in Ireland, commanded by: Sir 
Peter Halket and Colonel Dunbar, forthwith into America, and that a 
suitable train of artillery be also sent there, as also transport vessels with 


provisions, under a convoy of a certain number of our ships of war, 
22 
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| in case the Governors of our colonies, shall have provided the proper 
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2d. As soon as $ you have received our present instructions, you shall 
embark in one of our vessels of war, and shall set sail for North America 
where you shall take the command of our forces ; and we have given 
directions of the like nature to the said commander of our squadron, with 
regard to his conduct and correspondence with you. 

3d. And whereas, there will be wanting a number of men to make up 
the designed complements of our said regiments,from five hundred to 
seven hundred each: and whereas, it is our intention that two other reg- 
iments of foot, to consist of one thousand men each, shall be forthwith | 








raised, and commanded by General Shirley and Sir William Pepperell, t 
whom we have appointed Colonels of the same, in our provinces and col- || 
onies in North America, and given directions, that the regiment under the || 
command of the former, should rendevouz at Boston; and that under | 
the command of the latter, at New York and Philadelphia ; and we have 
given orders to our several Governors, to be taking the previous steps 
towards contributing, as far as they can, to have about three thousand 
men: in readiness, to be enlisted for these purposes, and to be put in pro- 
portion, as they shall be raised, under your command, and be subject to 
your distribution into the corps above mentioned. And. we having | 
thought proper to dispatch Sir John St. Clair, our Deputy Quarter Mas- 
ter General, and James Pilcher, Esq., our commissary of the musters in 
North America, to prepare everything necessary for the arrival of the two 
regiments from Europe; and for the raising of the forces above men- 
tioned in America. You will inform yourself of such of our Governors, 
as you can most conveniently upon your arrival, and of all of them in 
due time ; and likewise of our said Deputy Quarter Master General, and 
Commissary of the musters, concerning the progress they shall respeo- 
tively have made in the execution of our commands, above mentioned, 
in order that you may be enabled, without delay, to act accordingly. 
4th. Whereas, it has been represented to us that the said forces, | 
which are to go from Cork, under your command, may be in want of 
provisions upon their urrival in America, we caused, in consideration 
thereof, one thousand barrels of beef, and ten tons of butter to be put dn || 
board the transport vessels, and to be delivered to you upon your arrival 
in America, in case you shall find the same to be necessary, in order ta be 
distributed among the officers and troops, and the several persons belong: 
ing to the train of artillery. But it is our royal will and pleasure, that 








quantity of provisions for our troops upon their arrival, you will then 
signify the same to the Commander-in-Chief of our fleet, in those ports, 
that the said thousand barrels of beef, and ten tons of butter, or such part 
thereof as shall not be expended, may be applied to the use of our royal 
navy. 

6th. Whereas, we have given orders to our said Governors, to provide 
carefully, a sufficient quantity of fresh victuals, for the use of our troops 
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at their arrival and they should also furnish all our officers whenever they 
are obliged to go from one place to another, and with every thing that 
will be neeessary for them on their march by land, when they cannot. go 
by sea, to observe likewise and obey all orders that shall be given them 
by you, or by those whom you will appoint from time to time, to quarter 
the troops, to press the transports, and to provide all that shall be neces- 
sary for as many troops as shall arrive, of shall be raised in America ; 
and as these different services shall be executed at the expense of the 
governments wheresoever they are; it is our will and pleasure, for the 
due performance of all these articles, that you apply to our said Govern- 
ors, or any one of them, as the case will require. 

6th. And as. we have furthermore ordered our said Governors to do 
their utmost endeavours to engage mutually the assemblies of their provinees 
speedily to raise a sum, as considerable as they can obtain, by way of 
contribution toa common fund, to be provisionally employed for the general 
service in Ameriea, particularly to pay the charges of raising the troops 
that are to be made use of to complete the regiments above mentioned ; 
our will is, that you give them all the adviee and assistanee you cam, in 
order to accomplish these advantageous projects, in establishing sueh a 
common fund, as may be sufficient for prosecuting the plan of that service 
which we propose to you ;* but you shall be particularly careful that no 
money be given to the troops that are to be under your command, except 
the payments which will be made on account of the effective men who 
shall be sent you. 

7th. Having thus ordered our said Governors to correspond and confer 
with you concerning all matters which may tend to accelerate the said 
levies in their respective Governments: We require that you aid and 
assist them in the execution of our instructions ; wherefore you shall not 
only entertain a constant and frequent correspondence with them by 
letters, but shall also visit the said provinces, or some one them if you 
think it advantageous to our service ; and you shall pat our said Govere 
nors in remembrance to use all possible diligence, that the execution of 
our projects be not delayed by the slowness of the levies which are to be 
made in their respective provinces, or by the want of transports, pro- 
visions, er any other necessary thing, at whatever time, or in whatever 
place you may judge it convenient to appoint for their General Ren- 
dezvous, 

You shail assemble, in order to be an assistance to you, a council of 
war whieh we have thought proper to appoint, and which shall consist 
and shall be composed of yourself, of the commander in chief of our 
vessels, of such Governors of our Colonies or provinces, and of such 
Colonels and other land officers, as shall be at a convenient distance from 
our said General and Commander of our forces ; and with their advice, 
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* In order to know this plan, see hereafter Coionel Napier’s letter, 
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or the majority of them, you shall determine all the operations which are 
to be executed by our said troops under your orders, and every other 
important point which may have any conformity thereto, and that, in 
the manner that shall be most conducive to those ends for which the said 
troops are destined and you shall answer faithfully to that trust which 
we have placed in you. 

8th. You shall not only maintain the most entire harmony and friend- 
ship you possibly can with the different Governors of our Colonies 
and provinces, but also with the Chiefs of the Indian nations and for the 
better promoting and strengthening of our correspondence with those In- 
dian nations you shall endeavour to find out some proper person who is 
agreeable to the southern Indian nations, and send him to them for that 
purpose, in the same manner as we have ordered Colonel Johnson to 
visit the Northern Nations, as being the person (we believe) will be re- 
ceived with the most satisfaction ; in order to engage them to take part, 
and* to act with our forces in those operations which you think the most 
advantageous and most expedient to undertake. 

Oth. You shall enquire from time to time into the nature and value 
of the customary presents that shall be granted by the assemblies of our 
different Colonies and provinces, to invite and engage the Indian nations 
in our interest and in our alliance; and you shall be very careful that a 

just and faithful distribytion thereof be made by such person as shall be 
charged therewith and shall assist those persons, giving them your best 
advice in the said distribution. You shall give particular attention, that 
those presents, on all occasions, wherever they shall be made, be pru- 
dently disposed of ; as also in the cases wherein Lieutenant Governor 
Dinwiddie is concerned, with regard to the said Indians, on account of 
the sums of money which are already granted in his towns or else- 
where. 

10th. As it has been represented to us that the French, and the in- 
habitantst of our different Colonies, keep up between them a correspon- 
dence and a prohibited trade, you shall diligently take all necessary 
measures to stop the continuation of such dangerous practices ; and, par- 
ticularly, that no sort of provisions, &c. be furnished to the French, under 
any pretence whatsoever. 

We have thought it a thing proper in the present ogeasion, to settle the 
rank which is to be observed between the officers who are invested with 
our immediate commissions, and those who serve under the commissions 
of our Governors, &c. 

12th. You will receive, here annexed, a copy of the orders which we 
sent the 28th of August 1753, to our different Governors, wherein we en- 


* The orders given to Colonel Johnston were long before this instruction. Therefore the 
project was concerted Jong ago, and consequently the invasion in the country sityated gn the 
river Ohio, entered into the plan of that project. 

ing of England acknowledges here the general law, which keeps one European col- 
ony from going to trade with the Indians who are scattered on the territories of another col- 
ony. It is by that law that the French had been authorjzed to confiscate the goods pf those 
English wbo came to trade onthe river Ohio. 
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join and exhort our Colonies and provinces in North America, to unite to- 
gether for their common and mutual defence ; you will also see by our or- 
ders of the 5th of July (a copy of which is also here annexed) our reiterated 
orders, for the making of our said orders of the 28th of August 1753, to 
be observed with more force ; and that we had the goodness to order the 
sum of ten thousand pounds to be sent in specie to Governor Dinwiddie, 
and to permit our said Lieutenant Governor, to draw for another sum of 
ten thousand pounds, on the conditions mentioned in our orders of the 
third of July last, and sent to the said Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie, 
the 27th of September following, for that money to be employed to the ge- 
neral service, and to protect North America. And the several other letters 
of the 25th and 26th of October, and of the 4th of November, to our Gov. 
ernors, to Sir William Pepperell, and to Colonel Shirley (copies of which 
will be delivered to you with these presents) will entirely acquaint you 
with our orders and instructions which have been signified to our Gov- 
ernors and officers on that head; which will enable you to enquire how 
they have been executed, and what advantages they have produced. 

13th. You shall not fail to send us by the first, and by all the oppor- 
tunities that may present themselves, a clear and particular account of 
your proceedings, and of every thing that shall be essential to our service, 
by your letters to one of our principal Ministers and secretaries of state, 
from whom you will receive from time to time more ample orders which 
will be of use to you for your conduct. 

I, the subscriber, one of the Superior Council of Quebec, do certify 
that I have translated from English into French, word for word, the in- 
structions from ‘the King of Great Britain to Gen. Braddock, the original 
being depositedin the Secretary’s Office of the Governor General of New 
France, done at Quebec, the thirtieth of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-five. Signed PeRTHUIS. 

We the Governor-General, and intendant of New France, do certify 
that M. Perthuis, one of the superior council of Quebec, hath translated 
from English into French the King of Great Britain’s instruction to Gen- 
eral Braddock, and that we have heard all the English people who have 
been in this town say, that M. Perthuis could both speak and translate the 
English tongue prefectly well. Quebec, thirtieth of September onethou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-five. 

Signed, Vauprevi and Bicor. 


A letter written by Colonel Napier and sent to General Braddock, by or- 
der of the Duke of Cumberland. 


London, November 25, 1754. 

Siz :—His royal Highness the Duke, in the several audiences he has 
given you, entered into a particular explanation of every part of the service 
you are about to be employed in ; and as a better rule for the execution 
of his Majesty instructions, he last Saturday communicated to you his own 
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sentiments of this affair, and since you were desirous‘of forgetting no part 
thereof, he has ordered me to deliver them to you in writing. His royal 
Highness has this service very much at heart, as it is of the highest 
importance to his Majesty’s American dominions, and to the honor of his 
troops employed in those parts. Huis Royal Highness likewise takes a 
particular interest in it, as it concerns you, whom he recommended to 
his Majesty to be nominated to the chief command. 

The opinion of his royal Highness is, that immediately after your land- 
ing, you consider what artillery and other implements of war it will be 
necessary to transport to Wills-Creek, for your first operation on the 
Ohio, that it may not fail you in the service ; and that you form a second 
field-train, with good officers and soldiers, which shall be sent to Albany, 
and be ready to march for the second operation at Niagara. You are to 
take under your command as many as you think necessary of the two 
companies of artillery that are in Nova Scotiaand Newfoundland as soon 
as the season will allow ; taking care to heave enough to defend the Island; 
Captain Ord,* a very experienced officer, of whom his Royal Highness 
has a great opinion, will join you as soon as possible. 

As soon as Shirley’s and Pepperell’s regiments are near complete, his 
Royal Highness is of opinion you should cause them to encamp, not only 
that they may the sooner be disciplined, but also to draw the attention of 
the French, and keep them in suspense about the place you really design 
toattack, His Royal Highness does not doubt that the Officers and Cap- 
tains of the several companies will answer his expectation, in forming 
and disciplining their respective troops. 

The most strict discipline is always necessary, but mor@ particularly so 
in the service you are engaged in, wherefore his Royal Highness recom- 
mends to you, that it be constantly observed among the troops under your 
command, and to be particularly careful that they be not thrown into 4 
panie by the Indians, with which they are yet unacquainted, whom the 
Freneh will certainly employ to frighten them. His Royal Hignness 
recommends to you the visiting your forts night and day, that your Colo- 
nels‘and other officers be careful to do it, and that you yourself frequent- 
ly set them the example, and give all your troops plainly to understand, 
that no excuse will be admitted for any surprize whatsoever, 

Should the Ohio expedition continue any considerable time, and Pep- 
perell’s and Shirley’s regiments be found sufficient to undertake in the 
mean while the reduction of Niagara, his Royal Highness would have 
you consider, whether you could go there in person, leaving the command 
of the troops on the Ohio, to some officer on whom you might depend, 
unless you shall think it better for the service to send to those troops 
some person whom you had designed to command on the Ohio; but this 
is a nice affair, and claims your particular attention, as Colohel Shirley 


ed 





'* This no doubt should be “Captain Orme,’’ one of the aids of Braddock:~Ep, O. T: 
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is the next commander after you; wherefore if you should send such an 
officer, he must conduct himself so, as to appear only in quality of a 
friend or counsellor in the presence of Colonel Shirley; and his Royal 
Highness is of opinion, that that officer must not produce, or make men- 
tion of the commission you give him for command, except in such case 
of absolule necessity, 

The ordering of these matters may be depended on, if the expedition 
at Crown Point can take place, at the same time that Niagara is be- 
sieged. 

If after the Ohio expedition is ended, it should be necessary for you 
to go with your whole force to Niagara, it is the opiniou of his Royal 
Highness, that you should carefully endeavor to find out a shorter way 


| from the Ohio thither, than that of the lake, which however you are not 


to attempt under any pretence whatever, without a moral certainty of 
being supplied with provisions, &e. 

As to your design of making yourself master of Niagara, which is of 
the greatest consequence, his Royal Highness recommends to you, to 


| leave nothing to chance, in the prosecution of that enterprize, 


With regard to the reducing of Crown Point, the provincial troops 


, being best acquainted with the country, will be of the most service. Af- 
| ter the taking of this fort, his Royal Highness advises you to consult 


with the Governors of the neighboring provinces, where it will be most 


| proper to build a fort to cover the frontiers of those provinces, 


As to the forts which you think ought to be built (and of which they 


are perhaps too fond in that country) his Royal Highness recommends 


the building of them in fuch a manner, that they may not require a strong 


garrison, He is of opinion that you onght not to build considerable 


forts cased with stone, before the plans and estimate thereof have been 
sent to England, and approved here by the Government. His. Royal 
Highness thinks, that stockaded forts with pallisadoes, and a good diteh, 
eapable of containing two hundred men, or four hundred npon an emer- 
gency, will be sufficient for the present. 

As Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, who commands at Nova Scotia, hath 
long projected the taking of Beau-Sejour, his Royal Highness advises 
you to consult with him, both with regard to the time, and the manner ef 
executing that design. In this enterprize, his Royal Highness foresees 
that his Majesty’s ships may be of great service, as well by transporting 
the troops and warlike implements, as intercepting the stores and succors 
that might be sent to the French, either by the Bay Francoise, or from 


_ Cape Breton, to the Bay Verte, on the other side of the Isthmus. 


With regard to your winter quarters, after the operations of the cam- 
paign are finished, his Royal Highness recommends it to you to examine 
whether the French will not endeavor to make some attempts next sea- 


it will be most proper to canton your troops on that side at such distances 


at son, and in what parts they will most probably make them. In this case 
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that they may easily be assembled for the common defence. But you 
will be determined in this matter by appearances, and the intelligence 
which it hath been recommended to you to procure by every method im- 
mediately after your landing. It is unnecessary to put youn mind, how 
careful you must be to prevent being surprised. His Royal Highness 
imagines that your grestest difficulty will be, the subsisting of your 
troops. He therefore recommends it to you, to give your chief attention 
to this matter, and to take proper measures relative thereto with the Gov- 
ernors, and with the Quarter Masters and Commissuries, I hope that the 
extraordinary supply put on board the fleet, and the thousand barrels of 
beef destined for your use, will facilitate and secure the supplying of 
your troops with provisions. 

I think I have omitted nothing of all the points, wherein you desired 
-to be informed ; if there should yet be any intricate point unthought of, I 








desire you would represent it to me now, or at any other time: and I | 


shall readily take it upon me to acquaint his Royal Highness thereof, 
and shall let you know his opinion on the subject. 

I wish you much success with all my heart; and as this success will 
infinitely rejoice all your friends, I desire you would be fully persuaded 
that no body will take greater pleasure in acquainting them thereof, than 
him, who is, &c. Signed, Rovert Napier. 

I, the subseriber, one of the superior council of Quebec, do certify that 
I have translated the above letter, word for word, from English into 
French, the original being deposited in the Secretary’s office of the Gov- 
ernor General of New France. Done at Quebec, the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five. 

Signed, Pentuuts. 

We, the Governor General, and intendant of New France, do certify, 
that M. Perthuis, one of the Superior Council of Quebec, hath transla- 
ted the above letter, and that we have heard all the English people who 
have been in this town say; that the said M. Perthuis could both speak 
and translate the English tongue perfectly well. Done at Quebec, the 
thirtieth of September, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five. 

Signed, WVauprevit and Bicor. 
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NUMBER XIIl. 
The translation of a register of letters written by General Briddock, 
to the several Ministers and English Lords: 
LETTER I. 
To Henry Fox, Esquire, Secretary of War. 
Williamsburg, Feb. 24th, 1755. 
After a passage of seven weeks; wherein I had abundance of bad 
weather, I arrived here, where I found everything in great confusioii, as 
I expected ; a great deal of money has already been spent here, though 


| but very little done, Sir John St. Clair is just now come here; I refer 
| you to his letters, they will acquaint you of the bad state of the indepen- 
| dent companies of New York; as I am but lately come, I can give you 


no news thereof myself, ‘Ihe governor of this place is of opinion, that 
the pedple of this province are fully convinced of the necessity there is 
for them to give all the assistance in their power, in an affair which so 
nearly concerns them. Governor Dobbs* is well enough pleased with the 
people of his province, and hopes he will be more so hereafter, Penn- 


| sylvania will do nothing, and furnisheth the French with whatever they 


have occasion for. I shall execute your orders punctually, and with as 
much speed as possible. I was obliged to appoint a commissary for 
about a fortnight. I shall have occasion to write to you, and shall ac- 
quaint you of those particulars which I shall think most interesting. I 
am with the most profound respect, Sir, &c. 

LETTER II. 
To Colonel Napier, Aid-de-camp. 

Williamsburgh Feb, 24th; 1755. 

After having passed through all the dangers of the seas, from which I 
have escaped, I arrived here the 20th of this month. The Governor as+ 
sures me, that the people are like to be more tractable, and that they see 
the necessity there is of providing for me all the succors which they must 
be obliged to furnish, in an enterprize that particularly regards them- 
selves, 

So little order or union has reigned among them hitherto, that much 
time has been spent to little purpose. Sir John St. Clair has this mo- 
ment arrived. He is indefatigable, and has done all that could possibly 
be expected ; you will see by his letters (to which I refer you) the pres- 
ent state of affairs, and the bad condition of our troops in this country, 
particularly of the unworthy independent companies of New York. 
Pennsylvania. the richest and most populous of all these provinces will 
do ‘nothing, and furnisheth the French with provisions ; 3 the Six Nations 


“* Arthur J Dobbs, Governor of North Carolina, from 1754 to 17 Ep. 0.T. i 
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are at present attached to the French. I have as yet but four twelve 
pounders, which will not have a great effect should I be obliged to make 
a breach; but as I cannot do without them, I will endeavor to get some 
cannon from on board the men of war. We have made no preparations | 
as yet for the transports. My most humble respects and duty to his Roy- 
al Highness. 





I am, my dear Colonel, your most humble, &c. 





LETTER III. 


To Sir Thomas Robinson, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of State. 
Williamsburgh, March 18th, 1755. 


Sir:—I arrived here the 20th of February. The Gibraltar having | 


sailed two days after, 1 could not give you an account by her, of the 
preparations which are made in the provinces for the service of our ex- 
pedition, nor of the measures I must take for its success. 

Immediately after my arrival, 1 wrote with all diligence, to the different | 
Governors of this continent, to engage them to do their utmost in their | 
respective provinces, to obtain levies of men and money, agreeable to his | 
Majesty’s instructions ; recommending to them to shut up their ports that | 


no provisions may be carried from us to the enemy; which Governor | 


Dinwiddie observed and executed in this province. I have also, by his 
Majesty’s orders, recommended the establishing of a common fund with the | 
money granted by the different Colonies, which should serve as a capital 
stock to defray the expenses of the general service of our expedition, | 
and which might be subject to my orders, offering to be accountable to | 
each of the provinces fur what purpose it should be employed, whether 











I am engaged, or for taking the steps most conducive to its success. The 
jealousy of the people, and the disunion of the colonies as well of all in 
generai as of each in particular, makes me almost despair. Indeed1 | 
am very sorry to tell you, that according to all appearance, I shall have 1 
much difficulty to obtain from these colonies the succors his Majesty ex- | 
pects, and the common interest requires, | 
The different governors of the provinces of this continent will inform | 
you no doubt, what each of them have already done towards this expe- 
dition, and what they intend to do for the time to come. All that I can 
tell you upon this subject at present, is, that Governor Dinwiddie has al- 
ready obtained from his province twenty thousand pounds curreney, and 
hopes to obtain a greater sum from the Assembly, which is prorogued for |) 
that purpose to the first of May next. North Carolina granted eight || 
| thousand, and Maryland six thousand pounds, each the current money of | 
their respective provinces. Pennsylvania without contradiction the rich- 
est)province, and whose interest is, above all, concerned in the event of 
this expedition, has yct granted nothing, ‘Therefore I wrote avery sharP | 


| 
| 
for securing the most effectual means of facilitating the service in which | 
| 
| 
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letter to the governor, which he is to communicate to the Assembly of 
that province, if he thinks proper, to bring them to their duty. 

A copy of which I send you. 

I do not doubt but Governor Shirley has acquainted you of the pro- 
gress made in raising the American regiments, by the accounts given me 
of his, I believe it is almost completed, but I can give no account of Sir 
William Pepperell’s. Ihave taken measures with Mr. Keppel for send- 
ing over arms and clothing for each regiment with all possible diligence. 
All the transport vessels are arrived, except the Severn, which has on 
board a company of Sir Peter Halket’s, and is daily expected. None of 
my men has been yet sick. Instead of cantoning my troops as I at first 
intended, according to the account which Sir John St. Clair had given in 
England concerning them; the wind being favorable, and not imagining 
any danger, I have given orders to the transport vessels to sail up the 
river Potowmack, to proceed to Alexandria, and land them where I de- 


sign to encamp. 
All the levies of Virginia and Maryland, are also to join me at Alexan- 


dria. I shall take the best men to augment the Engligh regiments to 
seven hundred each, and employ the others as it was agreed with Gover- 
nor Dinwiddie, which is in the following manner, viz., to form two com- 
panies of carpenters, composed each of one Captain, two subalterns, two 
Serjeants, and thirty men; the first of which will be absolutely neces- 
sary to make roads, build boats, and repair the carriages, &c. I shall 
employ the residue of the new raised men, to cover the main body of the 
|| army, and shelter it from all manner of surprize. ‘Those companies 
|| shall be paid by the province, and be upon the same terms with those of 
Old England, the difference only of the money, which is about twenty- 
five per cent. I have also raised a company of guides, composed of one 
Captain, two Aid-de-camps, and ten men; I have fixed posts, in order to 
go from the head quarters to Philadelphia, to Annapolis in Maryland, 
and to Williamsburg, as I think it necessary to keep a correspondence 
with the Governors of these provinces. 

As soon as I can possibly assemble my troops, lay up forage, provis- 
ions, and other things necessary for a march, I shall proceed to work at 
the reduction of the French forts upon the Ohio, It is very uncertain | 
whether I shall find grass beyond the Allegheny mountains before the 
end of April, which is the time I expect to get there. I cannot as yet 
give a just account of the number of troops which I shall have with me. 
If I can complete the English regiments to a thousand four hundred men, 
the companies of carpenters and scouts to the number above mentioned, 
with the very ineffective independent companies of New York, and those 
of Carolina, I believe the whole will not exceed two thousand three hun- 
dred men. I was proposing to augment them by means of the provincial 
troops, to the number of three thousand, but I have deferred that aug- 
mentation until my interview with “overnor Shirley, which I thought 


























nO eS - —------( 














228 “THE OLDEN TIME. 


necessary, and therefore have ordered him to meet me at at Annapolis, i in 
Maryland, where I expect him in about three weeks. 

Governor Dinwiddie proposes to accompany me thither; I have order- 
ed those of New York and Pennsylvania to meet me there, if the affairs 
of their provinces will permit them. At this interview, where also Com- 
modore Keppel is to meet me,I design to settle the operations that shall 
be determined for the Northern parts, and concert the most useful meth- 
ods for recovering the Indian frontiers, adjoining the different colonies, 
and for securing them to his Majesty, and at the same time, to excite the 
Governors to use their utmost credit for the King’s service, in this im- 
portant affair. I shall make use of the first opportunity to let you know 
whatever shall be determined. I cannot easily tel! you what number of 
forces the French have on the river Ohio; but if we might regard the 
different accounts we have had of them, they are above three thousand, 
the greatest part of which are Indians. It is generally thought that all 
the Iroquois or Indians of the Six Nations, are in the French interest, 
except the Anies.* Governor Dinwiddie hopes that the latter will join 
us, together with the Catawbas, (a warlike nation, though few in nume 
ber,) and some Cherokees ; all the other nations to the South seem at 
present attached to the French ; bat as we ought to attribute their attach- 
ment to the successes they have lately had over us, we may flatter our- 
gelveg that the sight of our army, or the least advantage we shall gain over 
them, may occasion a great change in their dispositions: 

I send you inclosed, the extract of a letter from the commanding offi- 
cer at Chouaguen to Governor Dinwiddie,t which proves the monstrous 
falsehoods and absurdities the French make use of to impose upon the 
Indians, and bring them to their interest. 

Mr. Delancy, Lieutenant Governor of New York, proposes to me in 
his letters, to employ the money which is to be raised in his government, 
(destined for the present expedition) to build forts for the particular de- 
fence of his own province; as this proposal seems to me at present, al- 
together out of season, | have observed to him that all the assistance 
which the Colonies can give could not be better employed than in the 
present expedition. 

Governor Dinwiddie observes to me, that Mr. Delancy has consented 
to a neutrality between the inhabitants of Albany, and the neighboring 
Indians who are in alliance with the French. I don’t see what reason 
he had to suffer a thing so extraordinary,{ but that seems to be productive 
of such great consequences, that I propose to tell him my sentiments of 
jt, in the strongest terms; I find myself very happy in being joined in 
the service of his Majesty by an officer so capable, and so disposed to 











* These are the Mohawks 
+ This letter proves at large, that the commandant of Chouaguen accuses the French of false- 


+ What, it was then extraordinary that the inhabitants of Albany could not helieve that they 
were at war with the‘French, and the Indians their allies? 
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take all the measures which may concur with the success of this enter- 
prize, as Mr. Keppelis. As I have but four pieces of cannon of twelve 
pounders with the train, and I thought it necessary to have a greater num- 
ber of them, I addressed myself to him, to get four more from on board 
his ships, with necessary ammunition, which he granted with the best 
grace in the world, as well as a great many other things which | wanted ; 
he likewise gave me thirty sailors, with proper officers to command them, 
to attend the army in its march.* They will be very serviceable for build- 
ing battoes, to help us in transporting artillery and other heavy baggage. 
For their subsistance I: have settled their pay with the Commodore, at 
three shillings and six-pence per day for the officers, and six-pence for 
the sailors, for which I shall be obliged to draw upon the quota furnished 
by the provinces. 

As I do not find that the provisions granted by the Provinces for the || 
| subsistance of our troops will be sufficient, I shall be obliged to take a 
thousand barrels of beef, and ten casks of butter out of the supply of 
provisions sent from England. Sir, the justice which I am obliged to do 
Governor Dinwiddie will not permit me to finish this letter without ac- | 
quainting you of the zeal he has shown, and the pains he has taken upon 
all occasions, for the good of the service of this cause; when I consider 
the faction that prevailed over him in his government, I find he has suc- 
ceeded beyond all expectation. 

I have orders from his Majesty to put all the French that shall be ta- | 
ken in this expedition, on board Commodore Keppel to be conducted to 
France ; but as Mr. Keppel has had no orders from the admiralty upon | 
that subject, and it seems to him too delicate an affair to act without or- 
ders, I am obliged upon this occasion to request his Majesty for further 
instructions as soon as possible. 

The Severn is just arrived. 

Tam &c. 


LET TER IV. 


Written to the Governor of Pennsylvania. 
Alexandria, Virginia, April 15th 1755. 
Sir:—I am informed that there is a great number of Indians in your | 
province from the river Ohio, who have been driven from thence by the 
| French. I desire you to let them know that I am upon a march with a 
body of the King’s troops to take by force from the French those usur- 
pations which they have made upon that river, there to reinstate the In- 
dians our allies, a1.d defend them against their enemy. As these Indians 
must have a perfect knowledge of that country, and might be of very 
great use during the whole course of this expedition, I pray you would 
engage them to come with their chiefs to join me at Wills-Creek, and as- | 

















“* This « explains how it happened that “Lioutenant 8 Spendelow and Midshipman ' Talbot were | 
present and killed at Braddock’s defeat. Ep. O. T. 
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sure. them, that they shall be kindly treated, and want nothing that shall | 


be necessary forthem. Pray acquaint me with what you have determined 
in this affair, and also what number of Indians will come to me from your 
province. I hope your province will take care to maintain the wives 
and children of these people until their return. They would be a great 
incumbrance if they should come to the camp. 





LETTER V. 


To the honorable Thomas Robinson, one of his Majesty’s Secretaries of | 


State. 
Alexandria, April 19th, 1755. 


I have had the honor to write to you from Williamsburgh the 18th of 
March last, by a vessel which was to sail in eight days after. 

The 13th of this month Governor Shirley accompanied with the other 
Governors, of whom I made mention in my last, come to me here, along 
wit}, Colonel Johnson. 

At this interview, Mr. Shirley laid before me a plan formed between 


him and Governor Lawrence (of which he told me he had acquainted you) | 


for besieging the French forts in Acadia: as I had given an entire appro- 
bation to it, [sent orders to Colonel Monckton immediately to take upon 
him the command, and go upon that expedition without delay. 

[have also agreed with him upon a plan for the the reduction of fort 
St. Frederick,* which is to be executed only by the provincial troops 
raised in the Northern Colonies, about the number of four thousand four 
hundred, under the command of Colonel Johnson, a person recommended 


for the great influence he has over the minds and humors of the Indians | 
of the Six Nations, and for the reputation he hath in all the northern | 


Colonies. 


As that of Niagara, is the most important of all our enterprises, I have | 





proposed to Mr. Shirley to take that commission upon himself, which he | 


readily did. I therefore ordered him to take under his command his own 
regiment, which must be completed, and that of Pepperell’s, such as it 
is, to prepare for that expedition with all possible diligence. I formerly 
gave orders for reinforcing the garrison of Chouaguen with two companies 
of Pepperell’s and with these two independant companies of New-York ; 
this I thought a necessary step for putting the works in such a condition 
as might preserve the garrison, and secure a retreat for our troops. 

As Mr. Shirley is the officer who is to command after me, and of whose 
integrity and zeal for his Majesty’s service I have a very great opinion, I 
gave him authority in case there was no treasurer nominated in the north, 
to draw upon his Majesty’s treasury for the account of expences of the 
service of his own district. 

I have written to the Duke of New-Castle to convince him of the 
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necessity of acting in this manner ; considering at what distance we are, 
and impossiblity of being able to confer notes upon this subject. He 
writes that Governor Shirley has proposed to him to treat the two new 
raised regiments as those of Old England. 

The copy inclosed will acquaint you of the different subjects that have 
been examined in council, and what I brought upon the carpet at this 
interview which I have had with the Governors: as I have been charged 

_ by his Majesty to employ those persons I should find most proper for 
bringing over the Six Indian Nations to his interest ; it appeared in coun- 
cil of the greatest consequence, and to deserve a much greater attention, 
than I at first imagined ; that for some years, their conduct towards us 
declared a dissatisfaction on the part of the Six Nations, and it appeared 
that they greatly failed in the confidence reposed in his Majesty’s arms, 











| I proposed Colonel Johnson as the properest person for that embassy, 


because of the great credit, he has among them; my choice was unani- 
_mously approved of by the council, I have therefore sent him a speech 
_ which he is to make in my name, with more extensive power to treat with 
| them, and he alone is charged with this negociation; for the end, I have 
advanced to him the sum of two thousand pounds, eight hundred of which 
_ is to be given them immediately in presents and reimbursed by the Colo- 
nies ; the rest for presents hereafter, and to pay whatever it may cost to 
set them to work. I have in like manner given him power to draw upon 
Governor Shirley for more considerable sums, in case of absolute necessity, 
upon no proviso, than to keep an exact account of the use that shall be 
made thereof. The emergency of the service, and the necessity I am 
under of depending on him, engage me to put that confidence in him, and 
the proofs he has given of his probity on every occasion, assure me, that 
_ he will not abuse it. 

You will be sufficiently informed sir, by the minutes ot the council 
which I send you, of the impossibility of obtaining from several colonies 
the establishment of a general fund, agreeable to his Majesty’s instruc- 

_ tions, and to the letters you lave directed to me for several Governors. 
Since the last accounts I sent you, very little money, and very few men 
| have been furnished by these provinces; the sum of twenty thousand 
| pounds currency has been spent in Virginia, although that money is not 
yet raised. ‘The provinces of Pennsylvania and Maryland still refuse to 
contribute; the province of New York has raised the sum of five thou- 
_ sand pounds currency for the troops of that province, which I have des- 
| tined for the particular service of the garrison of Chouaguen, There 
_ was further raised in that province, the sur of four thousand pounds, for 
the fortifications of that government, and, above all, of the metropolis. 
| [begged Mr. Delancy to send it over for the general service of the expe- 
dition ; but I very much fear, there will be nothing of it. 
Governor Shirley will acquaint you, Sir, of the expence of New En- 
gland upon the prodigious levy of men that has been made in this gov- 
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ernment, for the enterprises of the North,* the other Governors have 
done very little or rather nothing. I cannot but take the liberty to rep- || 
resent to you the necessity of laying a tax upon all his Majesty’s domin- || 
ions in America, agreeable to the result of council, for reimbursing the 
great sums that must be advanced for the service and interest of the col- } 
onies, in this important crisis.t 1am obliged to tell you that the expence | 
of the service of America, will exceed the quota of each province, by 
| much more than I was persuaded, arid will go beyond what the govern- 
ment imagined. Among other innumerable reasotts which may be men- 
tioned, is, that there will be considerable augmentation in the service un- 
der my direction ; there are a number of horses, waggons; and battoes, 
necessary for transporting the artillery, baggage, &c., couriers also, and 
the excessive price of daily labérers. Although Iam resolved to use the 
greatest economy. Whether that sum be reimbursed by the provinces or 
not, I should be blamed by his Majesty, if by untimely parsimony, see- 
ing the situation of affairs, I should make the projected operations mis- 
carry. You’ll permit me, Sir. to refer you to the minutes of the council; 
for the proposals I made to the provinces, to which they have not an- 
swered, particularly concerning the battoes which should be built upon 
the lakes. ‘The building of those upon Lake Ontario, to be directed by 
Governor Shirley, and the expence to be paid by Commodore Keppel. 
Since my departure from Williamsburgh,1 have had the honour to 
receive a letter from you, with his Majesty’s orders for augmenting the 
| regiments’of this continent to a thousand men each, in consequence where- 
_ of I have employed such officers along the Southern coasts, as seemed to 
me most proper for recruiting, and dispatched a courier to Mr. Lawrence, 
that he might execute his Majesty’s orders upon that subject, concerning 
what regards the regiments of his provinces, with all possible dili- 
gence. 
| I have orders from his Majesty to make no new officers in these regi- 
ments ;¥but this augmentation of troops, with the number of little detach- 
ments I am obliged to make, have already put me under the necessity of || 
nominating a number of subalterns, to assist those who have been recom- | 
mended to me from Old England, to serve without pay, until places are | 
vacant; to each of these detachments, there is to be an officer who is to | 
have the charge of the provisions and cash; and also to mark out the | 
camps which must be formed every night for want of villages, much more | 


| 








ee 








necessary in this country, as the woods are very close and thick ; by that | 
means the officer will be better enabled to have his troops before him, to 
prevent any surprize from the Indian parties, which is always very much 





* The prodigious levies made for the enterprizes of the North! Let the situation of Canada be } 
considered with regard to the English Colonies, and the design of these enterprizes will be per- | 
ceived by all men, so much effectual preparation, and such considerable expences, could not cer- | 
tainly have been made for that only object, that poor, unfruittul country, which extends from | 
the Apalachian mountains to the Ohio, which is scarce worth the expense of arming one vessel. 

+Query? May not this be the first suggestion for taxing the American colonies--a project which 
ended in their independence. Ep. 0, T 
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to be feared, notwithstanding all the precautions that can be taken; for 
that reason, and many others which I could describe to you, I cannot ex- 
press to you how much difficulty, I fear, in the service I am entrusted with 
in North America, if the number of officers be not augmented in proportion 
to that of the troops. As the little dependence upon this country, obliges 
me to fetch provisions from several Colonies, far distant one from the other, 
I have been obliged to nominate two commissary assistants for victualling, 
to whom I have assigned four shillings a day ; 1 have also named, a quar 
ter master General assistant, at the same pay, because of the necessity I 
am under of employing Sir John St. Clair, at three hundred miles from 
me occupied at present in making the roads and bridges, and providing 
wagons, horses, &c., for transporting the ammunition, provisions, and ar- 
tillery, 

I have met with such Cifficulties in getting carriages, as would have 
been insurmountable without the zeal, and activity of the officers and 
others employed for that purpose, The want of forage, is a difficulty I 


horses to grass upon the mountains; I design to set out from here for 
Frederick to-morrow morning, to take the road for Wills-Creek, where I 
should have been before, if I had not been stopped to wait for the artil- 
lery, andI am much afraid that it will keep me here longer; I hope by 
the beginning of May to be upon the mountains, and some time in Jute 
to be able to dispatch an express, which will acquaint you with the issue 
of our operations on the river Ohio. Though I have done all in my 
power, I have not been able to get a more exact account of the number 
of French at present on the Ohio; but I expect to get more certain in¢ 
telligence when I shall be at Wills-Creek, and shall take my measures 
accordingly. 

I cannot sufficiently express the satisfaction I have to be employed in 
his Majesty’s service in America, at a time when it is in my power to 
form and execute a plan for attacking the French, in all their considerable 
posts usurped upon his Majesty’s lands in North America, even to the 
Southern parts thereof. I see a great appearance of success in each of 
them ; I perceive so strict a connection between each of these projects, 
that the success of the one, will procure us that of the other. If then I 
succeed in the first, and most important of these projects, I am persuaded 
that his Majesty will stop the progress of the French in their new settle- 
ments, and that it will serve to make his subjects upon this continent take 
courage, and rouse them from the carelessness and negligence of their 
duty, with which they have been a long time reproached with so much 
Justice, 

I am with the most profound respiect, &c. 

I, the subscriber, of the superior council of Quebec, do certify, that I 
have translated from English into French word for word, all the letters 


contained in the present record of Major General Braddock, the original of 
24 
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see without remedy; to supply which, I shall be obliged to turn out the | 
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which remains ‘deposited in the secretary’ s-office, of the Governor Gen- 
eral of New France, done at Quebec, the thirtieth of September, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-five. 





Signed, PeRTHUIS. 


We, the Governor General, and intendant of New France, do certify 
that M. Perthuis one of the superior council of Quebec, hath translated 
from English into French, all the letters contained in the present register, 
and that we have heard the English that frequent this city, say that the 
said M. Perthuis speaks English and translates it perfectly. Quebec, 
September 30, 1755. 

Signed, Vavuprevm and Bicor. 


Other letters of General Braddock, found in a book separated from the 
above Register. 


To the Duke of New Castle. : 
‘illiamsburgh, March 20, 1755, 


My lord, I take the first opportunity to satisfy your grace’s commands, 
in acquainting you with my arrival here, and that of the vessels whieh 
have transported the troops under my command; my voyage has been 
very fatiguing, but the transport ships have been better treated, because 
there was not one sick on board of them. 

I dont know as yet what effect his Majesty’s orders will produce in 
the minds of the people here* concerning the present expedition. I can- 
not yet say whether the several Governors have altogether the influence 
that was expected. I labor, and shall always continue my endeavors, to 
excite them to pay the expenses of this expedition through their provin- 
ces. They are obliged to grant it, to prove their attachment to his Ma- 
jesty, and answer what their interests require. 

For that purpose, I have commanded Governor Shirley to come to me 
at Annapolis, in Maryland, and have desired the Governors of New York 
and Pennsylvania to come with him, if the business of their governments 
would permit. I will not make you a long detail of all things wherein I 
am busy concerning the service in which I am engaged; as I wrote at 
large to the Secretary of State about that matter, I desire you would suf- 
|| fer me to reter you to his letter; for all things you would desire to know. 
|  Shirley’s regiment will soon be complete (if it be not so already,) that 
| of Sir William Pepperell’s I imagine is advancing very much, and when 
'| Tsee Mr. Shirley, I shall concert with him about the manner that will 
appear to me best, for the employment of the forces in the North. I am 








April, on the other side of the Allegheny mountains. 


found in the Governor of this province a man who contributed with the 





Governors of the English Colonies, that this attempt of the English ought to be attributed. 


| 


to march with those I have with me, to attempt the reduction of the | 
French forts upon the Ohio, and I hope that I shall be by the end of | 





| 
| 
\ 
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I have had all the assistance possible from Commodore Keppel; and | 
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*It is then to the positive orders from the Court of London, and not to the ardent desire of the i 
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best grace to the necessities of the present expedition, This province 
through the Governor’s care, is disposed at present to supply whatever 
it will be able. Which I dare not hope from other governments, 





As small money would be very necessary here for paying the troops, I 
pray your grace would order the contractors, Mr. Hambury and Mr. 
Thomlinson, to send over as soon as possible (if they have not done it 
already) four or five thousand pounds in dollars and half dollars, the treas- 
urer of the troops having only gold at present. J am with the most pro- 
found respect, &c:- 


To the Earl of Halifax. (without date.} 


My Lorv:—The interest which your excellency has in all that con- 
cerns his Majesty’s dominions in America, and the part you bear in the 
administration of the governmert of them, oblige me to give you an ac- 
count of my situation; I hope it will not be displeasing to you. Your 
excellency, without doubt has been informed of the favorable success the 
transports have met with here, and of the measures I have taken at my 
arrival, for carrying on with success his Majesty’s service under my di- 
rection, which may tend to his interests, and to that of his subjects upon 
this continent. 


Some time ago I sent to the Secretary of State an account of the suc- 
cors that have been granted me by all these colonies upon the present oc- 
casion ; there is no need of sending it to you in particular. I am very 
sorry that I am obliged to say, that the inhabitants of these colonies in 
general, have all shown much negligence for his Majesty’s service, and 
their own interests. Nevertheless they have not all equally deserved 
this censure, and particularly this province where I am, ought not to be 
put in comparison with their neighbors, and may seem not to have meri- 
ted these reproaches. 

Iam persuaded that the account your Lordship has received of the 
good dispositions of the Northern colonies, and particularly of that under 
the command of Mr. Shirley, ought, very justly, to gain him the good will 
of his Majesty. I cannot sufficiently express my indignation against the 
provinces of Pennsylvania and Maryland, whose interest being alike con- 
cerned in the event of this expedition, and much more so than any other 
in this continent, refuse to contribute anything for sustaining the project, 
and what they propose is done upon no other terms than such as are alto- 
gether contrary to the King’s prerogatives, and to the instruetions he has 
sent to their Governors. You will perhaps be glad to know that I have 
assembled the Governors of New England, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Maryland together, and have fixed the plan which we are to follow 
in attacking the French all at once, in all their encroachments upon Nova 
Scotia, Crown Point and Niagara, which must be executed with all the 
resolution and courage imaginable. 
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(He repeats all that he wrote to Sir Thomas Robinson, in his letter 
dated April the 19th, which is the fifth in the above register.) 

I have given Colonel Johnson full power to treat with the Six Nations 
and their allies, and with all the other Indians of the West, as far as he 
shall find it necessary ; and have sent him speeches, that he must make 
to them on my behalf; I have also given him money for presents, and 
power to draw upon Governor Shirley, if he finds it necessary on this 
occasion. 

Mr. Poronal* or Pownall, has laid before me a contract made in the | 
year 1701 by the Six Nations, whereby they give to his Majesty all their 
hunting lands. This cession comprehends an extent of land the breadth 
of sixty miles, along the coasts of the lakes Ontario and Erie. I have 
given this contract to Colonel Johnson, with orders to present it to them 
from me, and to assure them that I am come here upon no other design, 
than to retake these lands from the French, and preserve them for their 
use.t 

I will not recount word for word what has been proposed in council 
about the vessels which are to be built on Lake Ontario; Commodore 
Keppel and I, have agreed to give Mr. Shirley the direction of that affair, 
and thought proper to give him liberty to determine the size and force of 
these vessels as he thought proper, 

I propose to begin my march, in order to attack the fort on the Ohio, 
with all possible diligence. I thought to be by this time upon the moun- 
tains, but I have been detained by a number of difficulties, as well through 
the inconvenience of the climate, and state of the country, as the want of 
a great .umber of horses, waggons, and other equipages, which have been 
sought long before they could be procured. 

I set off to-morrow for Frederick, which is on the road to Fort Cum- 
berland upon Wills-Creek, and before the end of June I hope I shall be 
able to give an exact account of the affairs at the Ohio. I hope I shall 
have the power to put in execution the plan which I have formed, for 
forcing from the French the most considerable usurpations that they have 
made upon his Majesty’s frontiers of North America. Should I succeed 
in the most important of these operations, I am persuaded that it will be 
easy for his Majesty to stop the progress of the French, which increase 
more and more upon this continent. 





I am, with respect, &c. 








* [believe ret may read Pownell. 
tit is excellent enough, that notwithstanding this pretended contract of which they make & 
great account in Europe, they are obliged in America, to endeavor to persuade the Indians (a 
—_ who are not to be bubbled) that they are at war, for no other reason than to reinstate them 
n their possessions. 
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Another letter, thought to be written to Sir Thomas Robinson, though 
the person’s name tv whom it is directed, is not mentioned, 


Fort Cumberland, at Wills-Creek, June 5th. 1755. 


Sir:—I had the honor to write to you from Frederick, the latter end of 
April. 

I arrived here the 10th of May, and the 17th arrived most of the army, 
coming from Alexandria, after a march of twenty-seven days, having 
gone through many difficulties and obstacles, as well through the badness 
of the roads, as the want of forage, and the little zeal in the people, for 
the success of the expedition. 


I have at last assembled all the troops destined for the attack of Fort 


are eleven hundred furnished by the Southern provinces, who have so 
little courage and disposition, that scarce any military service can be ex- 
pected from them, though I have employed the best officers to form 
them. 

When I arrived here, my design was to stay only a few days to rest 
my troops, but the difficulty of getting horses and waggons, in order to 
pass the mountains, has obliged me to remain here almost one whole 
month. 


Before I left Williamsburg, the Quarter Master General told me, that I 
eould depend upon two thousand five hundred horses and two hundred 
waggons from Virginia and Maryland. but I had great reason to doubt it, 
having experienced the false dealings of all in this country, with whom 
I have been concerned; wherefore, before my departure from Frederick, 
I desired Mr. B. Franklin, post master of Pennsylvania, who has great 
eredit in that province, to hire me one hundred and fifty waggons and the 
number of horses necessary, which he did with so much goodness and 
readiness, that it is almost the first instance of integrity, address and ability 
that I have seen in all these provinces. All these waggons and horses 
have joined me, in which I lay great stress. ‘The fine promises of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland amounting to no more than the furnishing twenty 
waggons and two hundred horses. With this number I shall be able to 
set off from here, though I must meet with infinite difficulties, particular- 
ly marching with only a part of the ammunition I expected, and having 
been obliged to send a detachment before me, to lay up and secure pro- 
visions upon the mountains of Allegheny, which are five days march from 
here, 

I should never finish, were I to give a detail of the innumerable instan- 
ces of the want of integrity I have found both in general and in particu- 
lar, and of the most absolute contempt of truth I have met with in the 
| course of this service; I cannot help adding to what I have already told 


| you, two or three examples. 








du Quesne, which amount to two thousand effective men, of which there | 
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T he Governor of Virginia sent me an account of a purchase he had 
made of eleven hundred beeves, which were to be delivered in June and 


| August, for the subsistence of the troops; this purchase had been made 
| ppon the credit of twenty thousand pounds of that currency, granted by 





the Assembly for the service of his majesty, in favor of this expedition. 
In consequence of which, I regulated and ordered affairs for the best, but 
a few days after, the contractor of the said purchase came to tell me, that 
the Assembly had refused to fulfil the Governors engagements. and eon- 
sequently the purchase became void. As this affair was of the greatest 
consequence, I offered immediately to engage him the payment, upon the 
terms of the purchase, but the contractor rejected my offers, and required 
one third part of the money in hand, on account of the purchase, and 
would not engage to deliver me the beeves before two months, when they 
would have been of little or no use. 

Another example. The agent of Maryland employed to furnish the 
troops with provisions, had collected some, which at first sight were all 
judged to be spoiled, and I saw myself under a necessity of sending one 
hundred miles to collect others, ‘This disposition of the people not only 
puts back the designs of his Majesty, but also doubles the expenses, oc- 
easioned by the difficulty there is of the carriage, in these countries yet 
uninhabited, unknown, and impracticable to the inhabitants themselves 
who live in the lowest parts, finding everywhere a continued chain of 
mountains, so that the charges would far exceed the principal stock; I 
was therefore obiiged to leave at Alexandria a great deal of ammunition 
that would be of very great use to me here; the conduct of these gov- 
ernments seems to me without a parallel. This negligence is a little ex- 
cusable in the lower class of people, because they have not been satisfied 
for the pains they have taken, being employed in the public service in the 
preceding occasions, their payment has been neglected. We see by 
experience the bad consequences that attend such like proceedings: 

As I have orders from his Majesty, to use all possible means for gain- 
ing the Indians to our interest, I have assembled some of them from the 
frontiers of Pennsylvania, and particularly of the Six Nations, with 
whom I have had already two or three conferences, I have made them 
handsome presents; they are about fifty in number, butI hope to draw a 
great many more. When I arrived in America, I was assured that I 
might depend upon a great number of Indians from the Southward, but 
the bad conduct of the Governor* of Virginia, has turned them entirely 
against us ; in effect they behaved to the Indians with so little discretion, 
and so much unfair dealing, that we must at present be at great expense 
to regain their confidence ; and there is no trusting even those who have 
embraced our cause. The situation of this country is such, that the 
French cannot get any intelligence but by means of the Indians, in whose 
reports little confidence can be put. I am informed that there are but a 





* This should perhaps be “Government.’’ 
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small number of them in Fort du Quesne, but that they expect a great 
reinforcement. 

I am informed that two thousand stand of arms are arrived, which are 
destined to New England, and that they are ordered to Nova Scotia. 

They labor at the battoes designed to transport the troops which are 
going to attack Niagara and Crown Point; nevertheless New York, 
which was to furnish the greatest part of them, does not show upon this 
occasion so much zeal as I could wish. AsI am certain that a road 
through Pennsylvania would be more proper and safer, for settling a 
communication after the troops have passed the Allegheny mountains; I 
desired Governor Morris to make one in that province, from Shippens- 
burg to the river Yaughyaughane. Iam informed they are at work on it 
with great diligence, and that it will be finished in one month. This road 
will be of great importance, as well for bringing me provisions, as for 
securing me a communication with the Northern Colonies. I wait but 
for my last convoy to begin my march, and if no accidents happen, I hope 
I shall begin it in five days through the Allegheny mountains. I expect 
to meet with a great many obstacles by what I can hear, The distance 
from hence to that fort is 110 miles;* this road cannot be travelled with- 
out infinite labor, as it is very mountainous and has exceeding high rocks 
and in many places large gutters and rivers to wade. I shall embrace the 











| first opportunity to acquaint you with my situation after leaving this 
| place; and am, with the most profound respect, &c. 


I the subscriber, one of the Superior Council of Quebec, do certify 
that I have translated, &c. 


‘wo other letters might be here annexed, one from General Braddock 
to Commodore Keppel, dated Williamsburg, Feb. 27th; in this letter he 
desires him to land with all speed at Alexandria, the cohornes, bombs, 


| and other machines destined to throw fire either in vesse!s or intrench- 
| ments. The other is from Mr. Robert Orme, aid-de-camp to Sir Peter 


Halket, he gives him several orders, and among the rest: His excellency 
orders you to receive all deserters, and provide them with whatever they 
use, and if they are willing to enlist, he desires you would take them 
without any difficulty, and stand neither upon terms nor appearance, but 
pass them all for effective men. 


A letter from Charles Lawrence Esq., to General Braddock. 
Halifax, May 10th, 1755. 
Sir: [ have had the honor to receive a letter from you, dated at Annap- 


olis, in Maryland, April the 7th, by a vessel come two days ago from 
Philadelphia: permit me to assure you, that nothing could be a greater 


| Mortification to me, than you should harbor the least thought of my being 
| slack in my duty towards a person to whom I am so much obliged ; till 
_ the very moment I received your letter, I had neither heard of your arri- 





*The distance ft from. Fort “Cumberland to” Fort “du Quesne | is about thirty-s -seven leagues at 
twenty to a degree. 
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val in Virginia, nor of the extent of your commissions ; no sooner I knew 
it, but I improved the first opportunity of giving you a general account 
of ihe situation of affairs in this province, as also an account of the forces 
and troops his Majesty has here, together with remarks upon every in- 
dividual. I flatter myself you have received them already, and that you 
will approve of them. 

I acknowledge, Sir, that I have acquainted Commodore Keppel with 
the expedition projected to stop the enterprizes of the French at Beau- 
Sejour and St. John’s river, in the same manner as he himself hath in- 
formed you; and which had been concerted between Governor Shirley 
and myself; and the reason of my acquainting him therewith, sprung 
from some printed orders which Captain Rous had received from the Ad- 
miralty, to place himself under the Commodore’s orders ; that, with 
some other advices, made me to conclude that Commodore Keppel was 
in Virginia; but I had not at that time any knowledge of your arrival in 
Virginia, nor even any certainty of your coming there, much less could 
I form any judgment of the nature and extent of your commissions ; this, 
Sir, is the real truth of the matter, I hope you will do me that justice to 
believe it. 

Lieatenant Colonel Monckton, with the provincial troops under his or- 
ders, is at present very near if not quite before the fort Beau-Sejour ; and 
as I have cut off all communication by land, between that place and the 
northern parts of the province, in order to deprive the French inhabitants 
from knowing any thing that might be prejudicial to our designs, there- 
fore it is impossible for me to acquaint you with the progress the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel has made. I shall have the honor to let you know the 
particulars of our enterprize by the first opportunity. 

I shall give particular attention to your orders for augmenting each of 
the three regiments that are here to a thousand men each 3 and I should 
not delay one moment, if I was informed on what conditions these men 
are to be raised, and what pay they are to have ; but as I have not yet re- 
ceived any particular orders from England concerning the augmentation, 
and that none of those officers are yet come whom I daily expect, I hope 
you will look upon it as a thing impracticable for me to proceed there- 
in. 





(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
































